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By BECKY BOHRER 
Associated Press
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — 
Daniel Bowen came to 
Alaska in 2011, looking for 
adventure and opportu-
nity. 
He and his wife eventually 
settled on the Kenai Pen-
insula south of Anchorage, 
a salmon fishing haven 
calling itself “Alaska’s Play-
ground.”
But the Bowens, both 
teachers, recently returned 
to their native Michigan. 
After years of stress over 
delayed state budgets, 
their breaking point, he 
said, was Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy’s proposed reduc-
tions to K-12 spending and 
health and social service 
programs.
The state has been roiled 
by a budget dilemma 
linked to its uneasy reliance 
on oil, bringing a reckoning 
that has scrambled tradi-
tional political alliances. For 
decades, Alaska binged 
on infrastructure and com-
munity projects when oil 
prices were high and cut 
spending and closed facili-
ties when they weren’t. 
This time, prices haven’t 
boomed and after years of 
drawing down savings and 
cutting expenses, state 
leaders face tough deci-
sions.
The situation has politi-

Alaska budget woes prod debate over oil-wealth fund checks

In this Feb. 27, 2019 file photo, protesters attend a rally at the Capitol in Juneau, Alaska, to show opposition to budget cuts proposed 
by Gov. Mike Dunleavy. For decades, Alaska has had an uneasy reliance on oil, building budgets around its volatile boom-or-bust 
nature. 
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cians debating changes to 
the annual dividend paid 
to residents from Alaska’s 
nest-egg oil-wealth fund. 
The checks, seen by many 

as an entitlement, once 
were considered almost 
untouchable. 
But the budget reality, and 
differences over taxes and 

spending, has politicians 
and residents choosing be-
tween the size of the prized 
checks and public services 
many expect.

The anxiety is tied to persis-
tent low-to-middling North 
Slope oil prices. 
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support “red flag” laws that 
allow guns to be removed 
from those who may be a 
danger to themselves and 
others.
“I see a better feeling right 
now toward getting some-
thing meaningful done,” 
Trump told reporters when 
asked why the political 
environment was different 
now.
“I have a greater influence 
now over the Senate and 
the House,” he said at the 
White House.
Democrats and others 
have been skeptical of 
Trump’s commitment to 
genuine gun control, judg-
ing from past experience. 
But he said he was behind 
it. “The Republicans are 
going to be great and lead 
the charge along with the 
Democrats,” he declared, 
saying he’d spoken with 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell whom he 
proclaimed to be “totally 
onboard.”
But McConnell, thus far, has 
only committed to a dis-
cussion of the issue. Repub-
licans have long opposed 
expanding background 
checks — a bill passed by 
the Democratic-led House 
is stalled in McConnell’s 
Senate — but they face 
new pressure after the 
shootings in El Paso, Texas, 
and Dayton, Ohio, that left 
31 people dead.
Senate Minority Leader 

Chuck Schumer tweeted 
in response Friday that Mc-
Connell must bring up the 
House-passed legislation, 
which Trump had previous-
ly threatened to veto. “To 
get anything meaningful 
done to address gun vio-
lence, we need his com-
mitment to hold a Senate 
vote on the House-passed 
background checks legis-
lation,” Schumer said.
As for the NRA, which has 
contributed millions to help 
Trump and other Republi-
cans, the gun lobby’s chief 
executive, Wayne LaPierre, 
said this week that some 
federal gun control propos-
als “would make millions of 
law-abiding Americans less 
safe and less able to de-
fend themselves and their 
loved ones.”
But Trump said he’d spoken 
with LaPierre this week and 
“I think in the end, Wayne 
and the NRA will either be 
there or either be a little 
more neutral.”
“Frankly, I really think 
they’re going to get there 
also,” he added.
On Thursday, Senate Major-
ity Leader McConnell said 
he now wants background 
checks and other action, 
setting up a potentially 
pivotal moment when law-
makers return in the fall.
The Republican leader 
won’t be calling sena-
tors back to work early, as 
some are demanding. But 

he told a Kentucky radio 
station that Trump called 
him Thursday morning and 
they talked about several 
ideas. The president, he 
said, is “anxious to get an 
outcome and so am I.”
“What we can’t do is fail to 
pass something,” McCon-
nell said.
Traveling with Trump to 
New York, South Carolina 
Sen. Lindsey Graham said 
he intended to discuss the 
issue with the president 
over the weekend. He said 
he’s in favor of a state-run 
list system that would pro-
hibit certain people from 
buying guns.
“I just think the space to do 
nothing is gone,” he said. 
“And that’s a good thing.”
McConnell said he and 
Trump discussed back-
ground checks and “red 
flag” laws. “Those are two 
items that for sure will be 
front and center as we 
see what we can come 
together on and pass,” 
McConnell told Louisville’s 
WHAS-AM.
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Schumer said 
Trump assured them in 
phone calls Thursday he will 
review the House-passed 
bill that would expand fed-
eral background checks 
for firearm sales.
In a joint statement, they 
said Trump called them in-
dividually after Pelosi sent a 
letter asking the president 
to order the Senate back 
to Washington to consider 
gun violence measures.
Schumer and Pelosi said 
they told Trump the best im-
mediate step would be for 
the Senate to take up and 
pass the House bill. Trump, 
they said, “understood our 
interest in moving as quick-
ly as possible to help save 
lives.”
The politics of gun control 
are shifting amid the fre-
quency and toll of mass 
shootings. Spending to sup-
port candidates backing 
tougher gun control mea-
sures — mostly Democrats 
— surged in the 2018 mid-
terms, even as campaign 
spending by the NRA de-
clined.
The NRA says proposals be-
ing discussed in Congress 
would not have prevented 
the shootings in Texas and 
Ohio.q
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By ZEKE MILLER and DEB 
RIECHMANN 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said 
Friday he believes he has 
influence to rally Republi-
cans around stronger fed-
eral background check 
laws as Congress and the 
White House work on a re-
sponse to last weekend’s 
mass shootings in Texas 
and Ohio.
At the same time, Trump 
said he had assured the 
National Rifle Association 
that its gun-rights views 
would be “fully represent-
ed and respected.” He 
said he was hopeful the 
NRA would not be an ob-
stacle to strengthening the 
nation’s gun laws.
Trump has promised to lead 
on tougher gun control 
measures before, includ-
ing after the 2018 Parkland, 
Florida, school shooting, 
but little has come of it. His 
comments in the wake of 
the twin massacres marked 
his most optimistic and sup-
portive words in favor of 
more stringent gun laws, 
though he left the details 
vague and it remained to 
be seen how much po-

litical capital Trump would 
throw behind marshaling 
Republicans on the issue.
He said Friday he now is 
looking for “very meaning-
ful background checks” 
but is not considering a 
resurrection of an assault 
weapons ban. He said he 
also believes lawmakers will 

Trump says he wants background checks, also reassures NRA

President Donald Trump talks to reporters on the South Lawn of the White House, Friday, Aug. 9, 
2019, in Washington, as he prepares to leave Washington for his annual August holiday at his New 
Jersey golf club. 
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want to debate oil taxes 
and whether companies 
are paying enough, Dun-
leavy has focused on cut-
ting a budget he considers 
unsustainable.
There would not be an 
“honest discussion” about 
spending if tax bills also 
were being introduced, 
said Dunleavy’s reve-
nue commissioner, Bruce 
Tangeman.
Dunleavy vetoed more 
than $400 million, riling crit-
ics who say it’s too much, 
too fast and prompting 
public outrage that is fuel-
ing a recall attempt. 
The Board of Regents, fac-
ing a potential 40% cut in 
state support for the univer-
sity system, has taken initial 
steps toward consolidating 
its three accredited cam-
puses into one.

Lawmakers, unable to 
reach the higher threshold 
required to override Dun-
leavy’s vetoes, passed leg-
islation seeking to reverse 
many of the cuts. Dunleavy 

has the option of cutting 
again.
Larry Persily, a former dep-
uty revenue commission-
er, said the choices are 
painful.q
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This undated file photo shows the Trans-Alaska pipeline and 
pump station north of Fairbanks, Alaska. 
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Prices topping $100 a bar-
rel in 2014 went into a free-
fall that worsened a bud-
get deficit now in its eighth 
year. State revenue officials 
believe prices in the $60 a 
barrel range to be realistic 
long-term.
This year, an average of 
about 508,000 barrels of oil 
a day has coursed through 
the 800-mile (1,288-kilome-
ter) trans-Alaska pipeline, 
according to the pipeline 
operator. 
On the pipeline’s peak day 
in 1988, 20 years after oil 
was discovered at Prud-
hoe Bay, 2.1 million barrels 
flowed.
“Alaska needs to think 
about the new world we 
have today,” said Cliff 
Groh, a longtime politi-
cal observer, adding later: 
“The cavalry” of high prices 
and booming production 
“does not seem to be com-
ing.”
Oil has been the eco-
nomic lifeblood of Alaska, 
whose population of about 
735,000 is less than Seattle’s. 
A 1969 oil and gas lease 
sale was a game-changer, 
said Eric Wohlforth, a state 
revenue commissioner in 
the early ‘70s and a former 
Alaska Permanent Fund 
Corp. board trustee.
“Suddenly we were a place 
that the bankers looked on 
with envy rather than just 
the poor supplicant,” he 
said. 
The sale reaped $900 mil-
lion that went toward infra-
structure and other needs 
but was pretty well spent 
around the time the pipe-
line came online in 1977, 
he said.
In 1976, voters approved 
creating the Alaska Perma-
nent Fund and dedicating 
a portion of mineral wealth 
to it. The fund, grown 
through investments, was 
valued as of June at $66 
billion, with the earnings re-
serve portion valued at $18 
billion.
The fund’s principal is con-
stitutionally protected but 
its earnings are spend-
able. Lawmakers had long 
limited use of earnings to 
such things as fortifying 
the fund and paying divi-
dends based on an aver-

age of fund income over 
five years. But last year, 
after going through billions 
of dollars in savings and at 
odds over taxes and fur-
ther budget cuts, lawmak-
ers began using earnings to 
help pay for government 
and sought to restrict what 
could be withdrawn for div-
idends and government.
Alaska has no state sales or 
personal income taxes.
Dunleavy, a Republican, 
says a longstanding divi-
dend calculation that 
hasn’t been followed for 
three years should be fol-
lowed until it’s changed. 
That would mean checks 
of about $3,000 this year. 
His support on the issue 
includes conservative Re-
publicans and some Dem-
ocrats, though other con-
servative Republicans and 
Democrats have resisted.
He has indicated willing-
ness to discuss formula 
changes but insisted on a 
public vote. He said Alas-
kans didn’t mind the size of 
their checks until politicians 
began tinkering. 
Checks in recent years 
ranged from $878 in 2012 
to $2,072 in 2015, the year 
before they were capped.
The Legislature, with a 
bipartisan House major-
ity and GOP-led Senate, 
wants Dunleavy to consid-
er a roughly $1,600 check 
this year. 
Many lawmakers say the 
formula is unsustainable 
and have balked at vio-
lating the draw rate and 
setting a precedent of dip-
ping deeper into the re-
serve.
H igher - than-expected 
draws could reduce what’s 
available in earnings and 
at some point put pres-
sure on the corporation 
to change its strategies to 
churn more money into the 
earnings reserve account, 
said Angela Rodell, the 
corporation’s CEO.
Carl Davis, research direc-
tor with the Washington, 
D.C.-based Institute on Tax-
ation and Economic Policy, 
said cutting the dividend is 
regressive, hitting lower-
income families particularly 
hard. He sees no conflict 
between paying a divi-
dend and taxing residents.
While some Democrats 

Alaska budget woes prod debate over oil-wealth fund checks
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By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre-
spondent
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s 
not quite “Trump-McCon-
nell 2020,” but it might as 
well be.
As he runs for reelection, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell is posi-
tioning himself as the presi-
dent’s wingman, his trusted 
right hand in Congress, 
transformed from a be-
hind-the-scenes player into 
a prominent if sometimes 
reviled Republican like 
none other besides Donald 
Trump himself.
“In Washington, President 
Trump and I are making 
America great again!” he 
declared at a rally in Ken-
tucky, his voice rising over 
protesters.
Other than Democrat 
Nancy Pelosi — and more 
recently Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez — no current 
politician has so quickly be-
come such a high-profile 
object of partisan scorn. 
McConnell was heckled 
last weekend at his home 
state’s annual “Fancy 
Farm” political picnic, and 
protesters outside his Louis-
ville house hurled so many 
profanities that Twitter tem-
porarily shut down his ac-
count for posting video of 
them online.
Undaunted, he revels in the 
nickname he’s given him-
self — the “Grim Reaper,” 
bragging that he’s bury-
ing the House Democrats’ 
agenda — though he 
seems stung by one lobbed 
by opponents, “Moscow 
Mitch.”
But the Democrats’ agen-
da includes gun legisla-
tion to require background 
checks that Trump now 
wants to consider, forc-
ing McConnell to adjust 
his earlier refusal to do so. 
The Senate leader has 
been here before, pushing 
ahead with a Trump prior-
ity that’s unpopular with 
most Republicans. But this 
will test both his relationship 
with the president and his 
grip on the GOP majority.
All while he’s campaigning 
to keep his job.
McConnell is even more 
dependent on Trump’s 

popularity in Kentucky tha-
non  his own, a different 
political landscape from 
the one he faced in 2014, 
before the president took 
the White House.
“They need each other,” 
says Scott Jennings, a long-
time adviser to McConnell.
The new McConnell strate-
gy shows just how far Trump 
has transformed the GOP, 
turning a banker’s-collar-
and-cufflinks conservative 
into a “Fake News!” shout-
ing senator.
Theirs was not an easy al-
liance in Trump’s first year, 
and they went a long 
stretch without talking to 
each other. But two years 
on, McConnell has proven 
a loyal implementer of the 
president’s initiatives, and 
Trump no longer assails the 
senator on Twitter.
Perhaps no issue has drawn 
the unlikely partners to-
gether more than the cur-
rent reckoning over nation-
al gun violence. Republi-
cans, long allied with the 
National Rifle Association, 
have resisted stricter laws 
on firearm and ammunition 
sales. But the frequency 
of mass shootings and the 
grave toll are intensifying 
pressure to act.
Trump on Friday revived his 
interest in having Congress 
take a look at expand-
ing federal background 
checks and other gun 
safety laws long pushed by 
Democrats, insisting he will 
be able to get Republicans 
on board. McConnell, in 
a shift, said he’s now will-
ing to consider those ideas 
“front and center” when 
Congress returns in the fall.
Said Trump, “I think I have a 
greater influence now over 
the Senate.”
“We’ve seen it before,” 
said Sen. Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., in a tweet after the 
weekend mass shootings in 
El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio. “An awful shooting 
occurs. @realDonaldTrump 
expresses interest in help-
ing. Republicans try to get 
him off the hook with lesser 
measures. Nothing hap-
pens.”
In fact, McConnell and 
his allies have taken on 
Trump’s style, lashing out 

at media and political op-
ponents. When campaign 
volunteers came under 
criticism for appearing to 
choke a cardboard cut-
out of Ocasio-Cortez at 
the picnic in a photo cir-
culated online, McConnell 
allies said the high school-
ers were being treated un-
fairly by opponents trying 
to maliciously shame them 
in public.
The shift in McConnell’s 
strategy is not lost on Dem-
ocrat Amy McGrath, the 
former fighter pilot and the 
leading Democrat hoping 
to win the party’s nomina-
tion to challenge him next 
fall, her campaign said.
McGrath is telling Kentuck-
ians that McConnell is part 
of the problem, a long-
serving leader who has 
stood in the way of gun 
safety, health care and 
other legislation for years, 
and hardly the one to fulfill 
Trump’s promises. Demo-
crats and Republicans say 
she is expected to attract 
plenty of fundraising dollars 
and volunteers in a race 
that could easily approach 
$100 million, second only to 
the presidential contest.
“It almost feels like we have 
a mini-presidential cam-
paign going on here,” said 
Jennings.
Kentucky remains a GOP 
stronghold, and Trump is 
extraordinarily popular, 
which is part of the reason 
McConnell is tying his own 
political future to the presi-
dent. But it’s unclear if his 
is the right strategy for the 
times.
With a national profile, Mc-
Connell’s record is coming 
under more scrutiny.
A Russian oligarch’s in-
vestments in a Kentucky 
aluminum plant and Mc-
Connell’s refusal to allow 
the Senate to consider a 
House-passed election 
security bill have resulted 
in opponents calling him 
“Moscow Mitch” following 
Russia’s 2016 campaign in-
terference. His campaign 
tries to make light of ques-
tions surrounding the ship-
ping business run by the 
family of his wife, Elaine 
Chao, Trump’s transporta-
tion secretary.q

Trump-McConnell 2020? Senate 
leader glues self to president

  In this Aug. 3, 2019 file photo, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., addresses the audience gathered at the 
Fancy Farm Picnic in Fancy Farm, Ky. 
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By BEN NADLER 
Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — Georgia’s 
secretary of state certified 
new touchscreen voting 
machines as election-safe 
in court documents Friday, 
bidding to put behind the 
acrimonious 2018 electoral 
season marred by reports 
of malfunctioning voting 
equipment, hourslong wait 
times and criticism that the 
state’s outdated machines 
were vulnerable to hack-
ing.
Republican Brad Raffens-
perger’s office formally 
awarded a $106 million 
contract to a Denver-
based company, Domin-
ion Voting Systems, for ma-
chines it said met state law 
for election security after 
neither losing vendor chal-
lenged Dominion’s winning 
bid.

The developments came 
in court documents filed by 
attorneys defending state 
election officials against a 
lawsuit challenging Geor-
gia’s current voting system 
and seeking statewide use 
of hand-marked paper bal-
lots. 
The voting system overhaul 
comes nearly a year af-
ter Republican Gov. Brian 
Kemp — previously Geor-
gia’s top election official 
— beat Democrat Stacey 
Abrams for the governor’s 
mansion.
Raffensperger recently an-
nounced the contract with 
Dominion for new electron-
ic touchscreen machines 
that print a paper summary 
of a voter’s ballot selec-
tions. The touchscreens will 
replace the state’s current 
outdated machines, which 
had come under heavy 

criticism that they are hack-
able and fail to provide a 
paper record to audit and 
verify the results.
He said the new machines 
will be ready for use in the 
March 24 presidential pri-
maries, giving officials just 
months to roll them out 
across the state’s 159 coun-
ties. The certification docu-
ment says that the new sys-
tem “has been thoroughly 
examined and tested and 
found to be in compliance 
with the applicable provi-
sions of” state law and rules 
of Raffensperger’s office.
Cybersecurity experts have 
warned, however, that the 
new machines suffer from 
many of the same issues as 
the old ones.
Each paper summary print-
out will have a QR code 
above the results that will 
be read by a tabulation 

machine, and voters simply 
have to trust that the code 
accurately reflects their 
vote. In the event of a re-
count or an audit, the print-
ed choices on each paper 
summary will be counted. 
But experts worry that vot-

ers might not take the time 
at the polls to verify their se-
lections.
Georgia’s current voting 
system is set to remain in 
place for special and mu-
nicipal elections this fall 
and early next year.q

By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — A 
federal judge in Virginia 
ruled Friday that a school 
board’s transgender bath-
room ban discriminated 
against a former student, 
Gavin Grimm, the latest in 
a string of decisions nation-
wide that favor transgen-
der students who faced 
similar policies.
The order issued by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Arenda Wright 
Allen in Norfolk is a major 
victory for the American 
Civil Liberties Union and for 
Grimm. His four-year law-
suit was once a federal 
test case and had come to 
embody the debate about 
transgender student rights.
The issue remains far from 
settled as a patchwork of 
differing policies governs 
schools across the nation. 
More court cases are mak-
ing their way through the 
courts.
The Gloucester County 
School Board’s policy re-
quired Grimm, a trans-
gender male, to use girls’ 
restrooms or private bath-
rooms. The judge wrote 
that Grimm’s rights were vi-
olated under the U.S. Con-
stitution’s equal protection 
clause as well as under Title 
IX, the federal policy that 
protects against gender-

based discrimination.
“There is no question that 
the Board’s policy discrimi-
nates against transgender 
students on the basis of 
their gender noncomfor-
mity,” Allen wrote.
“Under the policy, all stu-
dents except for transgen-
der students may use rest-
rooms corresponding with 
their gender identity,” she 
continued. “Transgender 
students are singled out, 
subjected to discriminatory 
treatment, and excluded 
from spaces where similarly 
situated students are per-
mitted to go.”
Allen’s ruling requires the 
school board to update 
the gender on Grimm’s 

high school transcripts.
The judge also acknowl-
edged that the board had 
the “unenviable responsi-
bility” of navigating chal-
lenges that were unimagi-
nable a generation ago.
“There can be no doubt 
that all involved in this case 
have the best interests of 
the students at heart,” Al-
len added.
Grimm graduated in 2017 
from Gloucester High 
School, located in a mostly 
rural area about 60 miles 
(95 kilometers) east of Rich-
mond and near the Ches-
apeake Bay. Now 20 and 
living in California, he said 
by phone that the judge’s 
order was “beautiful.”

Grimm said he felt a sense 
of relief but would contin-
ue to fight the case if the 
school board appeals.
“My case has given me 
something of a platform 
that I intend to use, as long 
as I have it available to me, 
for trans education and 
advocacy,” he added.
David Corrigan, the at-
torney for the Gloucester 
County School Board, de-
clined to comment in an 
email to The Associated 
Press.
Corrigan had argued 
in court last month that 
Grimm remained female. 
He said gender is not a “so-
cietal construct” and that it 
doesn’t matter that Grimm 
underwent chest recon-
struction surgery and hor-
mone therapy.
The judge’s ruling will likely 
strengthen similar claims 
of discrimination made by 
students in eastern Virginia. 
It could have a greater im-
pact if the case goes to an 
appeals court that over-
sees Maryland, West Virgin-
ia and the Carolinas.
Allen’s ruling joins others 
that have been favorable 
to transgender students in 
states that include Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin. But differing 
policies are still in place in 
schools across the coun-

try, said Harper Jean Tobin, 
policy director for the Na-
tional Center for Transgen-
der Equality, speaking last 
month with the AP.
Gary McCaleb, senior 
counsel for the conserva-
tive Christian group Alli-
ance Defending Freedom, 
said last month that the is-
sue is far from resolved.
McCaleb cited a federal 
discrimination complaint 
his organization filed in 
June that says a Connecti-
cut policy on transgender 
athletes is unfair because 
it allows transgender girls to 
consistently win track and 
field events.
He also said a pending U.S. 
Supreme Court case involv-
ing a transgender woman 
who was fired by a Michi-
gan funeral home could 
affect school bathroom 
policies.
Grimm’s lawsuit became 
a federal test case when it 
was supported by the ad-
ministration of then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama and 
scheduled to go before the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 2017.
But the high court hear-
ing was canceled after 
President Donald Trump 
rescinded an Obama-era 
directive that students can 
choose bathrooms corre-
sponding with their gender 
identity.q

Virginia transgender bathroom case: Judge favors ex-student

  In this Tuesday, July 23, 2019, file photo, Gavin Grimm, who 
has become a national face for transgender students, speaks 
during a news conference held by The ACLU and the ACLU of 
Virginia at Slover Library in Norfolk, Va. 
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Georgia’s new voting machines certified by the state

In this Oct. 27, 2018 file photo, people cast their ballots ahead 
of the Nov. 6, general election at Jim Miller Park in Marietta, Ga. 
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By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Six 
of seven Mississippi chicken 
processing plants raided 
Wednesday were “willfully 
and unlawfully” employing 
people who lacked au-
thorization to work in the 
United States, including 
workers wearing electronic 
monitoring bracelets at 
work for previous immigra-
tion violations, according 
to unsealed court docu-
ments.
Federal investigators be-
hind the biggest immigra-
tion raid in a decade relied 
on confidential informants 
inside the plants in addition 
to data from the monitor-
ing bracelets to help make 
their case, according to 
the documents.
The sworn statements sup-
ported the search warrants 
that led a judge to autho-
rize Wednesday’s raids, 
and aren’t official charges, 
but give the first detailed 
look at the evidence in-
volved in what Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
officials have described as 
a yearlong investigation.
Officials arrested 680 peo-
ple during Wednesday’s 
operation . Three Demo-
cratic congressmen on Fri-
day demanded that the 
Department of Homeland 
Security and the Depart-
ment of Justice produce 
information. They want to 
know the cost of the raids, 
whether employers face 
criminal charges, whether 
any U.S. citizens were de-
tained, how many parents 
were separated from chil-
dren and whether any still 
remain separated.
The statements unsealed 
Thursday allege that man-
agers at two processing 
plants owned by the same 
Chinese man actively par-
ticipated in fraud. They also 
show that supervisors at 

other plants at least turned 
a blind eye to evidence 
strongly suggesting job ap-
plicants were using fraudu-
lent documents and bogus 

Social Security numbers.
The documents say elec-
tronic monitoring bracelet 
data shows people previ-
ously arrested for immigra-
tion violations and not al-
lowed to work in the U.S. 
were working at all seven 
plants raided.
There have historically been 
few criminal convictions for 
hiring people without doc-
uments because prosecu-
tors must prove employers 
knowingly hired someone 
without legal work authori-
zation. Employers often say 
they were fooled by fraud-
ulent documents.
From October 2018 to May 
there were eight new pros-
ecutions for hiring people 
working illegally and four 
new convictions nation-
wide. Among those who 
have been sentenced to 
prison are the owner of an 
Iowa meatpacking plant 
raided in 2008 and owner 
of a Tennessee meatpack-
ing plant raided last year.
Companies can also face 
administrative fines based 

on audits of I-9 forms, which 
employees fill out when 
they’re hired, presenting 
documents to prove they 
can work legally work.

Investigators allege the 
most brazen fraud took 
place at two smaller chick-
en processing plants — PH 
Food Inc. in Morton and 
A&B Inc. in Pelahatchie. 
Sworn statements identify 
Huo You Liang of California, 
known to Mississippi em-
ployees as Victor, as owner 
of both.
A PH Food employee, act-
ing as a confidential in-
formant, told Homeland 
Security investigators that 
the vast majority of the 240 
employees at PH’s plant in 
Morton and the 80 employ-
ees at A&B’s plant in Pela-
hatchie didn’t have proper 
work documents, including 
many Guatemalans.
The informant said employ-
ees used their real names 
and made-up Social Se-
curity numbers to apply for 
jobs at PH and A&B. “The 
payroll companies, as well 
as PH Food Inc. and A&B 
Inc. do not verify the au-
thenticity of their docu-
ments,” the informant told 
investigators. Mississippi 

state law requires employ-
ers to check documents 
using E-Verify, an otherwise 
voluntary online federal sys-
tem.

Calls to A&B and PH Food 
on Friday went unan-
swered.
The evidence also included 
a video and audio conver-
sation involving secretary 
Heather Carrillo and the in-
formant, recorded May 14 
at PH in Morton. A summary 
says, “Carrillo said that she 
was looking for some ‘pa-
pers’ for ‘Iris,’ but ‘Iris wasn’t 
going anywhere because 
she was working with Vic-
tor (Huo You Liang) for a 
good time (duration of em-
ployment).’” It says Carrillo 
said A&B manager Salva-
dor Delgado didn’t want it 
reported because Carrillo 
knew which of his employ-
ees were real and which 
were fraudulent.
The agent notes investiga-
tors believe Delgado was 
embezzling money from 
A&B by adding fraudulent 
names and Social Security 
numbers to the payroll and 
keeping the proceeds.
The warrants state PH Food 
uses Personnel Manage-
ment Inc. of Shreveport, 

Louisiana, to process pay-
roll and perform some hu-
man resource functions, 
and that investigators be-
lieved Liang and Carrillo 
tried to use the contractor 
to minimize responsibility for 
illegally employing workers.
Officials earlier stated that 
in addition to the chicken 
plants, they executed a 
search warrant in Louisiana 
on Wednesday. ICE spokes-
man Bryan Cox declined 
Friday to confirm that Per-
sonnel Management had 
been searched. The com-
pany didn’t respond Friday 
to a phone message and 
email.
Search warrants for some 
other poultry plants also in-
dicate red flags about em-
ployees’ status.
One woman told agents 
that a Spanish-speaking 
human resources employ-
ee at Koch Foods in Morton 
looked at two different IDs 
in three weeks. Ana San-
tizo-Tapia of Guatemala 
also told agents that a 
Koch supervisor asked if she 
had an ankle bracelet. Told 
yes, “he said it was okay, 
but she needed to keep 
it charged,” according to 
the warrant. 
The supervisor “stated that 
he knew ‘they’ were poor 
and came to the United 
States to work.”
Another Koch employ-
ee said she worked at 
one plant in Morton for 
11 months under a false 
name, and then got a job 
at the town’s second Koch 
plant under her real name 
after receiving valid U.S. 
documents.
Koch said in a statement 
Friday that it has a “strict 
and thorough employment 
verification policy” and 
knows of no managers or 
supervisors arrested.
A human resources em-
ployee at Peco Foods plant 
in Bay Springs plant talked 
to an ICE informant about 
people hired twice under 
different names, according 
to the warrant application. 
The human resources em-
ployee stated that “Peco 
Foods management does 
not care.”
A Peco spokeswoman 
didn’t immediately re-
spond Friday to a request 
for comment.q

Documents: Plant owners ‘willfully’ used ineligible workers

Handcuffed workers await transportation to a processing center following a raid by U.S. immigration 
officials at Koch Foods Inc., plant in Morton, Miss.  
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Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The 
founder of a Texas compa-
ny that sells plans for mak-
ing untraceable 3D printed 
guns pleaded guilty Friday 
to having sex with an un-
derage girl.
Travis County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Joe Frederick 
said Cody Wilson pleaded 
guilty to a lesser charge 
of injury to a child under a 
plea deal with prosecutors. 
Wilson initially faced sexual 
assault charges.
Frederick said prosecu-
tors met extensively with 

the victim and her parents 
before reaching the plea 
agreement.
“And after several months 
of going through the case 
and talking with them 
about what they desired 
and what they wished, we 
felt that this was a satis-
factory conclusion to the 
case,” Frederick said.
Wilson’s attorney did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.
The recommended sen-
tence would keep Wilson 
out of prison while requiring 
him to register as a sex of-
fender for seven years and 

serve deferred adjudica-
tion probation.
Wilson would also have to 
pay a $1,200 fine, perform 
community service hours 
and possibly attend treat-
ment counseling. He would 
not be able to own a fire-
arm while serving proba-
tion.
Wilson was arrested in Tai-
wan last year, where police 
say he flew after learning 
he was being investigated 
over the allegations.
Authorities said Wilson met 
the girl through the Sugar-
DaddyMeet.com dating 
website. q

By WILSON RING 
Associated Press
ST. ALBANS, Vt. (AP) — The 
chief of a small Vermont po-
lice department says he’s 
changed the use-of-force 
reporting policies in the 
aftermath of an alterca-
tion in which a handcuffed 
woman was thrown against 
a wall and punched in the 
face by a sergeant who 
was later fired.
St. Albans Police Chief 
Gary Taylor said he did not 
become aware of the de-
tails of the March alterca-
tion until late May when he 
watched footage of it that 
was requested by the Ver-
mont chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.
Now, Vermont State Police 
detectives are investigat-
ing the encounter between 
former St. Albans police 
Sgt. Jason Lawton and a 
woman he arrested, Amy 
Connelly.
The video, some of it from 
a police body camera, 
shows the apparently intox-
icated Connelly, 35, being 
thrown against a wall in the 
broom-closet-sized hold-
ing cell after she refuses to 
sit down. When she stands 

back up and tries to kick 
Lawton, he responds by 
punching her in the face.
In court documents, Law-
ton originally said the blow 
to the face was to gain 
control of the situation and 
that it ended her aggres-
sive behavior.
But Taylor said that was not 
what the footage showed.
“The minute I saw the vid-

eo I was disturbed by what 
I saw and directed that 
there be an internal, ad-
ministrative investigation 
conducted,” Taylor said 
Thursday in his St. Albans of-
fice.
The internal investigation 
began June 3. On June 12, 
Lawton was placed on ad-
ministrative leave. By July 
1, after the department’s 

internal procedures were 
followed, Lawton was fired.
Lawton has appealed his 
firing. His attorney did not 
return a call seeking com-
ment.
On the evening of March 
14, St. Albans police were 
called to a local bar after 
receiving reports that Con-
nelly was arguing with oth-
ers and refused to leave.

After she was taken to the 
police station, video shows 
Lawton going into a cell 
after Connelly apparently 
kicked the door. He swears 
at her, punches her in the 
face and throws her to the 
ground. He then said he 
was going to charge Con-
nelly with assault.
Connelly is heard repeat-
edly saying, “Why would 
you do this?”
Connelly has pleaded not 
guilty to charges of disor-
derly conduct, unlawful 
mischief and simple assault. 
Last week, her attorney 
asked the court to dismiss 
the charges against her.
Before the altercation, 
when force was used it was 
self-reported.
Taylor said that policy has 
now been changed so 
that all physical exchanges 
between officers and sus-
pects, even minor ones, 
must be reviewed by the 
patrol commanders who 
will report anything ques-
tionable to the chief.
In addition to Lawton’s fir-
ing, a second officer in-
volved was allowed to 
resign. A third is facing an 
internal review.q

Video of Vermont woman being hit by officer prompts changes

In this March 14, 2019, image taken from body camera video released by the St. Albans Police 
Department Amy Connelly kneels on the floor of a holding cell at the police station in St. Albans, 
Vt.  

Associated Press

3D printer gun plans seller 
pleads guilty to sex with minor

  In this Aug. 1, 2018, file photo, Cody Wilson, with Defense 
Distributed, holds a 3D-printed gun called the Liberator at his 
shop, in Austin, Texas. 
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By COLLEEN BARRY 
RENATA BRITO 
Associated Press
MILAN (AP) — A Spanish hu-
manitarian ship has been 
stuck in the Mediterranean 
Sea for more than a week 
because no European 
government will offer safe 
harbor to the 121 migrants 
on board, and the vessel 
faces a fine of up to 1 mil-
lion euros if it enters Italian 
waters.
The Open Arms was idle for 
an eighth day Friday in wa-
ters off Italy’s southernmost 
island. The ship’s dilemma 
is becoming increasingly 
common as European gov-
ernments shut their doors 
to migrants, led by Italy’s 
firebrand Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini, who is pop-
ular for his hardline stance 
against migrant arrivals and 
who this week plunged Ita-
ly into a political crisis in an 
apparent play for power.
Open Arms founder Oscar 
Camps indicated that the 
vessel would avoid enter-
ing Italian waters without 
permission unless there is 
a humanitarian crisis on 
board, as allowed by inter-
national maritime law.
“Salvini can say what he 
wants, but maritime law 
and the courts will say what 
they have to say,” Camps 
told Catalunya Radio on 
Wednesday. “If we have 
serious health problems on 
board ... we will enter (port) 
here or wherever we are, 
the closest place, today 
and any other day be-
cause we are backed by 
law.”
Malta also refused to let 
the ship in, while Spain de-
murred, saying it is not the 

closest safe port, the hu-
manitarian group said.
The EU Commission said 
Friday that it has not re-
ceived any requests from 
a national government to 
intervene, as it typically re-
quires. But spokeswoman 
Annika Breidhardt said the 
commission was reaching 
out to member states “to 
show solidarity.” She noted 
a solution depended on 
“the willingness” of mem-
ber states to step up.
In a bid to draw attention 
to the standoff, Richard 
Gere boarded the ship Fri-
day some 27 nautical miles 
off Lampedusa. The ac-
tor helped bring food and 
supplies to the boat and 
asked for support for the 
ship, whose passengers in-
clude 9-month-old Ethio-

pian twins.
“The most important thing 
for these people here is to 
be able to get to a free 
port, to get off the boat, 
to get on land and start a 
new life,” Gere said, urging 
the world to “please sup-
port us here on Open Arms 
and help these people, our 
brothers and sisters.”
Pope Francis, long a cham-
pion of the migrants, re-
peated in an interview with 
the Italian daily La Stampa 
that the treatment of mi-
grants “must never leave 
out the most important 
right of all: that of life.”
“Immigrants arrive mostly 
to flee war or hunger, from 
the Middle East to Africa,” 
he said.
Such standoffs have persist-
ed over the last 14 months 

since Italy’s populist gov-
ernment took office and 
Salvini became interior min-
ister. He blames the EU and 
other member states for 
leaving Italy alone to man-
age migrant arrivals for too 
long. He likens rescue ships 
to migrant taxi services and 
raised the stakes this week 
by winning parliamentary 
approval for a new secu-
rity decree that increased 
fines on ships entering Ital-
ian waters without permis-
sion to 1 million euros from 
50,000 euros. The law has 
been scorned by the U.N. 
refugee agency, which 
says it could deter rescue 
by private vessels at a mo-
ment when European gov-
ernment have largely halt-
ed their patrols.
Italian President Sergio Mat-

tarella signed the decree 
Thursday with reservations. 
He noted that the steep 
fine is to be applied with-
out regard for the scale of 
the offense, against a high 
court ruling on penal sanc-
tions. By that interpretation, 
for example, a sailboat car-
rying one migrant would 
face the same penalty as 
a ship with dozens or more.
The security decree was 
already in the works when 
German Capt. Carola 
Rackete defied Salvini and 
entered an Italian port 
against orders of authori-
ties, citing a state of ne-
cessity after 17 days stuck 
at sea with 40 rescued mi-
grants. She is under two in-
vestigations, one for enter-
ing Italian waters against 
direct orders and another 
for allegedly aiding illegal 
immigrations.
Besides Open Arms, just 
one other ship is operating 
in the Mediterranean. The 
German NGO Sea-Eye said 
Friday it was leaving the 
search-and-rescue zone 
five days after transferring 
40 migrants to Malta mili-
tary ships after Germany 
made a direct request and 
agreed to take some of 
the migrants. A Norwegian-
flagged ship operated by 
the humanitarian group 
Doctors Without Borders 
rescued 85 migrants from a 
rubber dinghy off Libya on 
Friday — but made no im-
mediate request for a port.
Others that have been ac-
tive in the central Medi-
terranean appear to be 
on standby waiting to see 
how the latest standoffs — 
and Salvini’s threat — play 
out.q

Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — Paris regional 
authorities say decontami-
nation and cleanup work 
at Notre Dame cathedral 
will resume on Aug. 19 after 
new equipment and stricter 
safety procedures ensure 
workers are not exposed to 
unsafe levels of lead.
The administration suspend-
ed the job of removing 

hazardous substances from 
the fire-ravaged cathedral 
last month under pressure 
from labor inspectors con-
cerned about health risks 
for workers.
Paris authorities said Friday 
new equipment, including 
decontamination units, will 
be operational by the end 
of next week. They said this 
will prevent “any release of 

polluting elements to the 
outside.”
Hundreds of tons of lead 
in Notre Dame’s spire and 
roof melted during the April 
fire.
This week, workers have 
started decontaminat-
ing some Paris schools as 
part of efforts to protect 
children from risks of lead 
poisoning.q

Ship carrying migrants stranded while waiting for safe port

Migrants are seen aboard the Open Arms Spanish humanitarian boat as it cruises in the 
Mediterranean Sea, Friday, Aug. 9, 2019.

Associated Press

Notre Dame cleanup to resume Aug. 
19 amid tighter safety

A worker sprays an adhesive product on the ground to gather 
up the lead particles in the school yard of Saint Benoit primary 
school in Paris, France, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019.
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By AHMED AL-HAJ
NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 
Fighting between Yemeni 
government forces and 
southern separatists en-
tered the third day Friday, 
leaving more than 20 killed, 
including five civilians, offi-
cials said.
The clashes could fur-
ther complicate Yemen’s 
bloody civil war and frac-
ture the government side 
in the conflict. The govern-
ment forces, backed by a 
Saudi-led coalition, have 
been battling rebels since 
2015.
Also on Friday, the rebel 
Houthis announced the 
brother of their leader was 
killed by the Saudi-led co-
alition.
The announcement by the 
rebel-run Interior Ministry in 
the capital, Sanaa, post-
ed on the rebel Almasirah 
website offered no details 
on the killing of Ibrahim 
al-Houthi, brother of rebel 
leader Abdel-Malek al-
Houthi.
Yemeni security officials 
said people allied with the 
Saudi-led coalition killed 
Ibrahim al-Houthi and an 
associate in Sanaa ear-
lier this week. The officials 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were 
not authorized to brief the 
media.
Farea Al-Muslimi, a visiting 
researcher with Chatham 
House, a London-based 
policy institute, said Ibrahim 
was a low-level figure who 
the Houthi leader used as a 
special envoy.
Abdel-Malek “used to rely 
on him to do political medi-
ation, convey certain mes-

sages, strike political deals, 
or send threats, but the lat-
ter did not have any official 
title or position within the 
group,” he said.
The rebel statement said 
Ibrahim was “assassinated 
by treacherous hands” in 
the Saudi-led alliance fight-
ing the rebels on behalf 
of Yemen’s internationally 
recognized government.
Yemen’s stalemated war 
between the Iran-aligned 
Houthis and the govern-
ment has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives, thrust 
millions to the brink of 
famine and spawned the 
world’s most devastating 
humanitarian crisis.
The rebels control the 
country’s north and Sanaa, 
while government forces 
of President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi hold mainly 
southern Yemen.
But the south is also a 

stronghold of Yemen’s sep-
aratists, who have clashed 
with Hadi’s forces since 
Wednesday. Paradoxically, 
the separatists are support-
ed by the United Arab Emir-
ates, a key member of the 
Saudi-led alliance and as 
such, a Hadi ally — at least 
in theory.
Some 20 people were killed, 
including five civilians, and 
dozens were wounded in 
the violence, according 
to doctors in the southern 
port city of Aden and secu-
rity officials, who all spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au-
thorized to talk to reporters.
The clashes have pitted 
Hadi’s guards against a 
UAE-backed militia known 
as Security Belt. Hani Bin 
Braik, deputy head of the 
so-called Southern Transi-
tional Council, had called 
upon separatists to march 

on the presidential palace 
in Aden and topple Hadi.
The government, in turn, 
has accused the separatist 
leader of fomenting sedi-
tion that would only serve 
the rebels and called upon 
the Saudi and Emirati gov-
ernments to press the sepa-
ratists to halt their attacks.
The International Crisis 
Group warned Friday the 
fighting would “make an 
already multi-faceted con-
flict even more complex 
and intractable.”
“Such a conflict would 
deepen what is already the 
world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis and make a national 
political settlement harder 
to achieve,” read a state-
ment issued by the Brussels-
based group.
Similar clashes erupted in 
January 2018 when sepa-
ratists attempted to seize 
government facilities and 

military bases in Aden. 
Peace was restored after a 
few weeks.
“We have seen what hap-
pens when you simply put 
a lid on things. In January 
2018 the conflict was sim-
ply frozen in place and this 
is the result of that,” said 
Peter Salisbury, senior ana-
lyst with ICG, a non-profit 
research institute.
A political and security ar-
rangement envisaging a 
cease-fire and the inclu-
sion of separatists into the 
government could serve 
as a long-term solution to 
the conflict, Salisbury ex-
plained.
Videos showing Hadi’s forc-
es on Aden streets carrying 
machine guns and cheer-
ing to prove they were in 
full control were circulated 
online. Hadi’s fighers chant-
ed “God is great, and we 
are all with legitimacy, we 
are all Abed Rabbo.” In 
some of the videos, gun-
shots could be heard in the 
background and vehicle-
mounted weapons could 
be seen.
The national airline, Yeme-
nia Airways, the only op-
erating airline in and out 
of Yemen, on Thursday di-
verted all flights to Seiyun 
airport, nearly 840 Kilome-
ters (522 miles) northeast 
of Aden airport due to the 
volatile situation.
The International Rescue 
Committee announced Fri-
day that it would suspend 
its aid operations in Aden 
citing the ongoing clashes.
“This spike in violence and 
instability is damaging vi-
tal infrastructure, including 
water supply, and will com-
plicate aid efforts,” the IRC 
said in a statement.q

Clashes in southern Yemen; rebels leader’s brother killed

In this Monday, Aug. 5, 2019 photo, fighters from a militia known as the Security Belt, that is funded 
and armed by the United Arab Emirates, head to their training camp, in an area called Moreys, in 
Yemen’s Dhale province.
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By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — A Canadian 
citizen held in Syrian prisons 
since last year and freed 
after Lebanese mediation 
said Friday he had no idea 
if anyone knew he was still 
alive.
Kristian Lee Baxter ap-
peared emotional and at 
times jittery at a press con-
ference in the Lebanese 
capital Beirut. The Leba-
nese general who medi-
ated his release said Baxter 
was heading home. It was 
not clear when Baxter was 
released from Syria.
Details of Baxter’s deten-
tion were not immediately 
available but Canadian 
media reported last De-
cember he was detained 
while in war-torn Syria, 

where he was traveling 
seeking an adventure. Ca-
nadian officials declined to 
provide further information, 

citing privacy provisions.
Lebanon’s General Secu-
rity Chief Abbas Ibrahim 
said Baxter was detained 

for what Syrian authorities 
considered a “major viola-
tion” of local laws, adding 
that authorities there may 
have considered the inci-
dent security related. He 
didn’t elaborate.
Baxter appeared briefly 
on a podium, shared with 
Ibrahim and the Canadian 
ambassador to Lebanon, 
Emmanuelle Lamoureux. 
He was emotional and 
choked on his words as he 
tried to hold back tears.
“I’d just like to thank the Ca-
nadian embassy for helping 
me,” Baxter said, reaching 
to hold the shoulder of the 
Canadian ambassador. 
“I would like to thank the 
Lebanese for helping me 
get free. I thought I would 
be there forever, honestly.”
He added, wiping his eyes: 

“I didn’t know if anyone 
knew if I was alive.”
Baxter’s release marked 
the second time Lebanon 
has helped free a foreigner 
held in Syria.
Last month, Ibrahim also 
mediated the release of 
an American traveler, Sam 
Goodwin, held in Syria for 
two months.
The circumstances of 
Goodwin’s detention in 
northeastern Syria in May 
were unclear.
Syrian prisons are brim-
ming with government op-
ponents after nearly nine 
years of civil war. Rebels 
were also responsible for 
a wave of kidnapping for 
ransom, while Islamic State 
militants beheaded foreign 
captives as part of their ter-
ror campaign.q

BY MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — The 
leaders of the ethnically di-
vided east Mediterranean 
island of Cyprus are ready 
to meet with the U.N. sec-
retary-general next month 
to map out possible next 
steps toward a resumption 
of formal reunification talks, 
officials said Friday.
U.N. spokesman Aleem Sid-
dique said in a statement 
that the two would carry on 
discussions with U.N. envoy 
Jane Holl Lute to prepare 
the ground for “structured 
and results-oriented” nego-
tiations leading to a peace 
deal “with a sense of ur-
gency.”
Siddique issued the state-
ment after Greek Cypriot 
President Nicos Anastasia-
des and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Mustafa Akinci held 
private talks for nearly four 
hours.
Anastasiades said after the 
talks inside a U.N. protect-
ed area that separates the 
internationally recognized 
Greek Cypriot south and 
the breakaway, Turkish Cy-
priot north that Lute’s con-
tacts aimed at preparing a 
meeting with U.N. chief An-
tonio Guterres.
The hoped-for meeting with 
Guterres would take place 
after next month’s U.N. 
General Assembly session 

in New York and would size 
up prospects for a resump-
tion of peace talks, two 
years after they collapsed 
at a Swiss Alpine resort.
An informal conference 
involving officials from Cy-
prus’ ‘guarantors’ Greece, 
Turkey and Britain would 
precede formal peace 
talks to ensure that all sides 
would be working toward 
the same goal.
“We have a good climate, 
we have a common ba-
sis on which talks can take 
place, but I must admit that 

disagreements remain on 
serious matters,” Anastasia-
des told reporters.
Numerous attempts at 
reaching a reunification 
deal over the past 45 years 
have gone nowhere.
Cyprus was split in 1974 
when Turkey invaded fol-
lowing a coup by support-
ers of union with Greece 
and numerous attempts 
at clinching a peace deal 
since have gone nowhere. 
Only Turkey recognizes a 
Turkish Cypriot declara-
tion of independence and 

keeps more than 35,000 
troops in the north.
Greek Cypriots are wary of 
any deal that would put 
an envisioned federated 
Cyprus under what they 
see as the direct or indirect 
control of Turkey. 
They reject Turkish Cypriot 
demands for a permanent 
Turkish troop presence and 
veto power on all govern-
ment decisions on the fed-
eral level.
Turkish Cypriots object to 
what they see as being 
relegated to junior powers 

in a new partnership and 
seek federal decision-mak-
ing parity with the majority 
Greek Cypriots.
However, Akinci said he 
would take a closer look at 
Anastasiades’ proposal to 
cede more power to each 
federated part in the run-
ning of its own affairs.
Anastasiades repeated 
that peace talks can’t re-
sume if Turkey doesn’t stop 
unlawful gas drilling in wa-
ters where Cyprus has ex-
clusive economic rights.
Turkish vessels are currently 
drilling for gas on either end 
of Cyprus in response to the 
Cyprus government’s own 
gas search within its exclu-
sive economic zone. Turkey 
doesn’t recognize Cyprus 
as a state and says that 
it’s only defending its rights 
and those of Turkish Cypri-
ots to the area’s energy re-
serves.
Anastasiades repeated 
that a Turkish Cypriot pro-
posal for a joint committee 
to manage gas drilling is a 
non-starter because it’s a 
matter for sovereign gov-
ernments to decide what 
goes on in their territorial 
waters.
He said Turkish Cypriots’ 
rights to the island’s en-
ergy reserves are assured, 
but that he would be will-
ing to brief Akinci on drilling 
developments.q

Cyprus’ rival leaders ready to meet UN chief next month

In this photo released from Cyprus’ Press and Informations Office, Cyprus President Nicos 
Anastasiades  and UN Secretary General’s Special Representative to Cyprus Elizabeth Spehar, 
before their talks with Turkish Cypriot leader in Nicosia, Cyprus, Friday, Aug. 9, 2019. 
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Canadian citizen freed from Syria after Lebanese mediation

This handout photo by the Lebanese General Security 
Directorate, shows Maj. Gen. Abbas Ibrahim, left, Lebanon’s 
General Security Chief, speaks with Canadian citizen Kristian 
Lee Baxter, center, who was released from Syrian prisons to 
Lebanon, during a press conference in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, 
Aug 9, 2019.
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By SHEIKH SAALIQ 
Associated Press
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has promised early 
elections for the Indian-
controlled portion of Kash-
mir days after stripping the 
Muslim-majority region of 
statehood and turning it 
into a federally adminis-
tered territory.
Under its new status, the 
territory will have an elect-
ed assembly but will func-
tion under the control of 
the federal government in 
New Delhi. The constitution-
al changes also eliminate 
Kashmir’s right to its own 
constitution, limit its deci-
sion-making power and al-
low non-Kashmiri Indians to 
settle there.
Modi introduced the 
changes this week as In-
dia’s Election Commission 
was already working on a 
schedule for elections in 
Kashmir before the end of 
the year. Kashmir, a res-
tive Himalayan region, is 
claimed by both Hindu-ma-
jority India and its archrival, 
Muslim-majority Pakistan, 
although each controls 
only a portion of it. Rebels 
have been fighting Indian 
rule since 1989.
In a speech late Thursday, 
Modi said the changes 
will help free the disputed 
region of “terrorism and 
separatism” and put it on a 
path to development.
Kashmiri leaders have la-
beled the changes “the 
darkest day” in India’s de-
mocracy.

___
WHAT DID MODI SAY?
Modi said Kashmir is ready 
to undo decades of ne-
glect by a political system 
dominated by two families, 
which he said had bred 
dynastic rule and corrup-
tion. He also rejected criti-
cism that the new assem-
bly would have little power 
with key decisions made by 
the federal government. 
A lieutenant governor ap-
pointed by New Delhi will 
oversee the region’s gover-
nance.
“Your representative will be 
chosen only by you,” he 
said. “I assure you that you 
will get an opportunity to 
elect your representatives 
very soon with full transpar-

ency.”
___
WHAT’S LIKELY TO HAPPEN?
Indian-controlled Kash-
mir plunged into a politi-
cal crisis last year when a 
coalition between Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist party and 
a powerful regional group, 
the People’s Democratic 
Party, collapsed, mainly 
over differences on the re-
gion’s future status. Modi’s 
government put the state 
under direct New Delhi rule 
in June last year.
It’s unclear how many vot-
ers would participate in 
any elections, with many 
Kashmiris angry over an 
unprecedented security 
clampdown imposed by 
Modi’s government along 

with the changes in the re-
gion’s status.
Kashmir has a history of low 
voter turnout, a reflection 
of discontent as well as 
boycott calls by separatist 
groups seeking the region’s 
independence or merger 
with Pakistan.
Voter turnout was just 19% 
in national elections held in 
the region in May-June.
Mainstream Kashmir poli-
ticians oppose the latest 
changes, and several have 
been detained by Indian 
authorities, including two 
former top elected officials.
___
WHAT ELSE DOES MODI 
PLAN?
The Modi government may 
give voting rights to thou-

sands of refugees, includ-
ing Hindus, who entered 
Kashmir after the creation 
of Muslim-majority Pakistan 
in 1947. Modi’s Hindu na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party has long advocated 
citizenship and voting rights 
for the migrants from Paki-
stan.
Modi said Kashmir’s new 
status would give its peo-
ple the right to education, 
a minimum wage law and 
statutes ensuring the rights 
of minorities, saying the re-
gion’s past special status 
had deprived it of them.
He said an end to the in-
surgency would boost tour-
ism in Kashmir, known for its 
stunning mountain vistas, 
and encourage outside 
investment that would im-
prove its economy.
___
PAKISTAN’S ROLE
Nuclear-armed rival Paki-
stan has reacted strongly 
to the changes in disputed 
Kashmir by downgrading 
diplomatic relations with 
India and ending bilateral 
trade.
Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi is 
visiting China as part of ef-
forts to pressure India to re-
verse its decision.
Pakistan said it will continue 
to give moral and diplo-
matic support to Kashmiris 
opposed to Indian rule. 
India accuses Pakistan of 
providing arms and train-
ing to rebels to attack In-
dian forces and other tar-
gets, a charge Islamabad 
denies.q

By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — Nagasaki 
marked the 74th anniver-
sary of the atomic bomb-
ing on Friday, as the mayor 
criticized nuclear states in-
cluding the U.S. and Russia 
for challenging survivors’ 
efforts toward a nuclear-
free world. Nagasaki Mayor 
Tomihisa Taue lamented in 
his peace declaration that 
the opinion that nuclear 
weapons are useful is gain-
ing traction. He said both 
the U.S. and Russia are re-
turning to development 
and deployment of nuclear 
weapons after the Interme-

diate-Range Nuclear Forc-
es Treaty was dissolved.
“The present world situation 
involving nuclear weapons 
is extremely dangerous,” he 
said. “The achievements of 
human kind and the results 
of our longstanding efforts 
to rid the world of nuclear 
weapons are collapsing 
one after another, and the 
danger of a nuclear ca-
lamity is mounting.”
Taue urged world leaders 
to visit the atomic-bombed 
cities and learn firsthand 
the inhumanity of nuclear 
weapons.
On Aug. 9, 1945, the U.S. 
bombing of Nagasaki, a 

second atomic attack on 
Japan, killed 70,000 peo-
ple and was followed by 
Japan’s surrender end-
ing World War II. The first 
atomic bombing on Aug. 6 
on Hiroshima killed another 
140,000. Many survivors 
have developed cancer 
or other illnesses because 
of the impact from their ex-
posure to radiation and suf-
fered discrimination.
Survivors and other par-
ticipants marked the 11:02 
a.m. blast with a minute of 
silence. Taue also joined Hi-
roshima’s call for Japan’s 
government to do more to 
ban nuclear weapons.q

Roadmap for India’s troubled Kashmir under its new status

In this Thursday, March 14, 2019, file photo, an Indian paramilitary soldier holds a flag of India’s 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as he stands guard during a meeting of the party ahead of the 
upcoming elections in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir. 

Associated Press

Nagasaki mayor laments nuclear arms are seen as useful

Children look at candles lit up at Peace Park in Nagasaki 
Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, a day before the 74th anniversary of the 
U.S. atomic bombing of the southwestern Japan city.

Associated Press
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By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA
DÉBORA REY 
Associated Press
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentines are en-
tering the tightest presiden-
tial race since the return of 
the country’s democracy 
with conservative President 
Mauricio Macri facing an 
opposition ticket includ-
ing ex-President Cristina 
Fernández, and primary 
elections Sunday are ex-
pected to provide a hint of 
who might win October’s 
vote.
Party primaries are closely 
watched in Argentina be-
cause they are held simul-
taneously and voting is 
obligatory, so they are seen 
as referendum on candi-
dates’ popularity — effec-
tively an early poll involving 
the entire electorate.
This year’s primaries will be 
“a great orchestra rehears-
al (for the Oct 27 election) 
in which we are going 
to see which instruments 
will play, which will play 
loudly and which will be si-
lenced,” said Luis Tonelli, a 
political science professor 
at the University of Buenos 
Aires.
He said he hasn’t seen an 
electoral process “this close 
and with this much uncer-
tainty” since a seven-year 
military dictatorship ended 
in 1983. He described it as 
“a tossed coin hanging in 

the air.”
Markets could go up or 
down depending on 
whether the business-
friendly Macri or center-left 
ticket of Alberto Fernández 
and Cristina Fernández poll 
favorably on Sunday. Al-
berto Fernández was the 
former president’s chief of 
staff during her initial term 
from 2007-2011, and she 
surprised many people 
when she announced that 
she would be the vice pres-
idential candidate while he 
runs for president.
If no candidate wins out-
right in October, there 

would be a November run-
off.
Macri, the son of one of 
Argentina’s most powerful 
businessmen, assumed the 
presidency in 2015, prom-
ising to revive a moribund 
economy with free-market 
policies, greater transpar-
ency and an opening to 
international markets. He 
said he would improve rela-
tions with the United States, 
which had soured under 
Fernández.
But the South Ameri-
can country is struggling 
through an economic cri-
sis involving high inflation, 

a plunging peso currency 
and 10% unemployment, 
which has hurt his popular-
ity. Protests erupted after 
his government reduced 
subsidies, sharply increas-
ing utility bills.
“Factories are closing every 
week, both in the provinces 
and in Buenos Aires,” said 
Estela Durán, a 73-year-old 
retiree who hoped Fernán-
dez would return to power, 
even if only as vice presi-
dent.
Some Argentines support 
Macri’s austerity over the 
populism of the former 
president, who has been 

hounded by corruption al-
legations.  She faces a se-
ries of trials, including for 
accusations she collected 
bribes in exchange for 
public works projects. She 
denies the charges.
Rubén Oliveros, 29, thanks 
Macri for having a job and 
said he would give him a 
new opportunity because 
he is confident the South 
American country will prog-
ress “along this path.”
“I feel it’s a sacrifice we 
make to have a better 
country,” he said, referring 
to Macri’s austerity mea-
sures. In a campaign event, 
Macri said the choice will 
determine whether the 
country “continues mov-
ing forward or returns to 
the past.” Fernández coun-
ters that Argentines need 
to leave behind their cur-
rent “ugly” reality. “I nev-
er thought I’d see entire 
families living on the street 
again,” Cristina Fernández 
said.
The primaries also could 
have an economic impact.
A Fernández victory would 
hit markets, said Matías 
Carugati, chief econo-
mist at Management & Fit 
consultancy. “The closer 
Alberto (Fernández) is to 
45% support, the more ner-
vous investors will be, be-
cause that is the percent-
age that defines” a win in 
October.q

Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra-
zil’s top court says officials 
cannot investigate U.S. 
journalist Glenn Greenwald 
for his work or for protect-
ing confidential sources — 
a ruling praised Friday by 
press rights groups.
The Committee to Protect 
Journalists said the ruling 
by Justice Gilmar Mendes 
“reinforces the principle of 
confidentiality of sources, 
which is paramount to the 
protection of a free press.”
But the committee added 
that it remained “con-
cerned about the dete-
riorating conditions for the 
independent press in the 
country.” Greenwald is the 
co-founder of The Inter-
cept Brasil, a news website 

that has published a series 
of reports based on leaked 
chats raising questions 
about whether Brazil’s jus-
tice minister, Sergio Moro, 
improperly consulted with 
prosecutors when he was a 
judge. 
According to the reports, 
Moro, whose contribution 
to the anti-graft probe 
known as “Car Wash” has 
made him a hero for many 
Brazilians, allegedly orien-
tated prosecutors in a case 
that led to the jailing of for-
mer President Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva.
If Moro and “Car Wash” 
prosecutors teamed up, 
it could lead to the annul-
ment of sentences.
Moro said he could not 
confirm the truthfulness of 

the leaked messages, to 
which he no longer has ac-
cess. Both he and prosecu-
tors deny any wrongdoing.
Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro has sharply criti-
cized Greenwald for the 
articles and suggested he 
should be jailed.
Justice Mendes said Thurs-
day that “the constitutional 
secrecy” around journalistic 
sources prevented the Bra-
zilian state from using “co-
ercive measures” against 
Greenwald. A statement 
from the Supreme Federal 
Court said press freedom 
was a “pillar” of democ-
racy protected not only 
by the Brazilian constitution 
but also international hu-
man rights treaties to which 
Brazil is a signatory.q

Argentine election season begins with much-watched primaries

Argentina’s President Mauricio Macri campaigns ahead of this weekend’s presidential primary 
elections in Cordoba, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press

Brazil top court prevents investigation into US journalist

Journalist Glenn Greenwald, left, reaches out to pat his son’s 
head during an act in support of Greenwald at the Brazilian Press 
Association headquarters in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Tuesday, July 
30 , 2019.

Associated Press
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Digital Animations in Papiamento on YouTube
ORANJESTAD — Nowadays our 
children are constantly confronted 
with digital entertainment media 
like YouTube and Netflix, where the 
videos being shown are in English 
generally. What you have prob-
ably noticed, is that this makes it 
very popular for kids to communi-
cate in English with each other as 
well.

Kids are also reading a lot less be-
cause of all this new age technolo-
gy that is available and if the kids or 
their parents would like to catch up 
on their reading, the material that 
is available in Papiamento is really 
limited, especially for children be-
tween the ages of 0-5 years.

With the support of UNOCA and 
Fundacion Lanta Papiamento, Mrs. 
Jessica van Montfoort-Posner and 
her husband Mr.Marald van Mont-
foort came up with a new concept 
where they created a board book 
in Papiamento for kids up to age 
5, which features a purple spider 
named, “Nini.” 

They also created digital anima-
tions in Papiamento posted on You-
Tube that teaches kids to count, 
colors, animals, our typical Aruban 

songs for kids and much more in a 
fun and innovative fashion.

“As parents of two kids of the 
ages of 2 and 4, we were always 
amazed how they learned the 
different shaped, colors, how to 
count in English through video’s on 
YouTube. This is when we thought, 
“we should have this in Papiamen-
to as well!” Jessica van Montfoort 
comments.

“From our own personal experi-
ence as parents, we learned that 
there are two ways for kids to learn 
a language in a fun way. You have 
the “offline” method, where you 

can help them learn the language 
through entertaining stories and il-
lustrations and there is the “online” 
method, which is currently chang-
ing the world and the way kids 
learn and get entertained. Even 
though the latter is taking over the 
kids their attention, we noticed 
that it is important for them to still 
receive both and have a good 
“online” and “offline” balance.” 
Jessica continued.

Jessica explains that this was the in-
centive for them to create a book 
(books) and audiovisual entertain-
ment and educational videos too. 
In this way, they can enrich the Pa-

piamento language among chil-
dren.

“Another very positive effect that 
we have noticed the digital ani-
mations having on the kids is that 
they bring the characters of the 
book to live, making them extra 
excited about the book and want-
ing to know more about the char-
acters.” Jessica explains.

Jessica also emphasizes on the 
importance of the bonding effect 
that reading a book with your chil-
dren can have, creating a special 
moment where your family can 
strengthen its relationship by taking 
this time to be together.

For the ones that are interested, 
they can visit the YouTube channel 
through:
bit.ly/funwithnini or search for fun-
withnini in Youtube.

The book itself called “Nini ta sa-
likeiro”, which tells the story about 
the adventure of Nini the spider 
at Philip’s Animal Garden is avail-
able at Bruna Aruba, Plaza Book-
shop, DeWit&VanDorp, Giselle 
department store and Casa at 
Superfood.q

The 11th edition of Aruba International Regatta is ready to start
ORANJESTAD — This year 
on August 16th, 17TH and 
18th will take place the 11th 
edition of Aruba Interna-
tional Regatta. A weekend 
of action and competition 
for big yachts, beach cats, 
and smaller boats like sun-
fishes and optimists as well 
as for windsurfers and mi-
cro boats; three evenings 
of music and party for all 
participants and spectators 
at the beach. 

The sailors will compete for 
the overall trophy for the 
winner in the most compet-
itive class. For the youngest 
sailors there will be optimist 
and sail qube races and 
there will be races for the 
wind surfers. At Gouver-
neurs beach there will be 
a micro boat races and a 
workshop on building orga-
nized by Rancho Founda-
tion.
At Surfside Beach, next to 
the airport, a regatta vil-
lage will be built to ensure 
entertainment, music, food 
and beverage and a spec-
tacular view on the races. 
More than 40 sailing races 

will take place in the wa-
ters of Oranjestad Harbour 
on August 17 and 18 from 
9 AM until 5 PM. The Aruba 
International Regatta is not 
only an event for the par-
ticipants in the races: the 
regatta village is a gather-
ing point for people who 
want to enjoy a view of the 
races or have a relaxed 
afternoon on the beach 
in the regatta-mood. For 
the third year in a row, the 
Aruba Regatta Founda-
tion has received a gold 
award from the Sailors for 
the Sea – Clean Regattas 
campaign, also this year’s 
edition will be dedicated to 
the sustainable clean sail-
ing campaign and all pos-
sible efforts will be made to 
reuse, reduce and recycle 
the resources for the event.
All events and races take 
place at Surfside Beach. 
Together with sponsors 
like Studio Advisory, ALBO, 
Tranquilo charters, Power 
Systems, ASD, ADCTRA, ISS 
Security, ISC Insurance Soft-
ware Caribe, Camacuri 
Residence & Apartments 
and with the support of the 

Dutch Marines, this regatta 
will surely be an event you 
shouldn’t miss! Most par-
ticipants are already pre-
paring for the races and 
a number of international 
competitors have already 
confirmed their participa-
tion in the races. 
You can pre-register for 
the races thru their con-
tact form on their website 
www.aruba-regatta.com 
or checkout their face-
book page Aruba Inter-
national Regatta for more 
information.q
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Neighbors: Trustworthy Doctor & Great Equipped Pharmacy
- Both in walking distance from resorts -

PALM BEACH — Doctor Lili Beke from the Walk-In Clinic has a solid reputation, 
built up in more than 35 years of experience as a medical doctor. Both tourists 
and locals feel great with her for the simple reasons that she has the qualities of a 
great doctor: communicative, skilled, empathetic and trustworthy. Unique is the 
fact that you can walk into this clinic without an appointment and that the Palm 
Beach Service Pharmacy she partners up with is literally next door. When you feel 
sick during vacation you want this out of your system as soon as possible and a 
convenient solution is forehanded. Don’t look any further, help is just around the 
corner. A one-stop-shopping solution.

Top 5 Vacation Illnesses
The most common reasons why patients walk into her clinic sound very familiar. 
Doctor Beke: “When on vacation you are excited so you mix meals, eat without 
control and combine this with more alcohol than usual resulting in an upset stomach. 
Digestion issues occur and when on a diet you can count on it that you will get sick.” 
Throwing up, diarrhea, dehydration will be a bummer on your vacation. “Second 
occasion why people step in here is medication. They feel sick because they forgot 
to take their medicines with them or simply think they don’t need it on holiday. 
But of course the body does not work differently only because you are in another 
place.” This happens especially with patients of higher age and many times with 
blood pressure medication and psychological medicines, the doctor explains. “As 
we have the pharmacy next door we can solve this in most cases very quick so you 
will soon feel better again. Then of course we have the allergies, force majeure but 
still a hassle. Too much sun bathing is another thing causing dehydration and sun 
burns.”
“I strongly advise to buy a new sunblock cream every vacation. Our pharmacy sells 
the most advanced ones that is environmental friendly, so not damaging the sea 
life.” As fifth most common reason for patients to come see the doctor she mentions 
exhaustion. “You want to do everything in a short time and by the end of the day 
the body is exhausted, giving a reversed reaction. Take it easy please, moderate 
or like we say here: chill.” Besides this top 5 the doctor is visited by patients with 
chronic diseases that often contact her in advance to travelling. 

The Little Ones
With regards to children Dr. Beke advises parents to keep an extra eye on them 
during vacation. “They are excited, cannot hold control, play all day in the sand 
and pool and eat a lot of different things. But they are sensitive and you do not want 
your loved ones waking up in the middle of the night vomiting or with diarrhea.” 
Asthmatic children should be taken care of extra as the sun, water and strong draft 
on the island can complicate their condition. “Protect the heads of your kids, we are 
close to the equator and the sun rays are more rectangular thus stronger. The heat 
and humidity can exhaust the little bodies easily. Let them play under an umbrella 
preferably and keep drinking water. At the pharmacy you can buy ear plugs to 
prevent ear infections.” The doctor stresses that there is no doubt about drinking 
tap water. “The water of Aruba is the best. You can drink that without problems. It 
is excellent. In the States it is prepared with a lot of chemicals, but here it’s clean.”

Locals
Doctor Beke has a loyal local patient pool staying with her 
mainly because of the experience and trust. “They tell me 
I really listen to them, they feel attended and respected. 
A patient is a human being, not a casus, unfortunately 
many times doctors are skilled in the medical part but 
not on the social terrain.” The latter is more and more 
important, especially with certain groups like teenage 
girls. “They prefer a female doctor to treat typical woman 
issues. The desire is attention and to feel at ease.” Patients 
step in for second opinions too. “Everybody has the right 
to do that, it is their body and their money.”

Pharmacy Convenience
After you pick up your prescription at Dr. Beke’s practice, 
you can go to the Palm Beach Service Pharmacy, right 
next door. The collaboration between these two results 
in a quick, efficient and quality service. It’s just what you 
need when you feel the only thing you want is healing. 
Lennert van der Poel, general manager of the pharmacy, 
which is part of a group of 5 pharmacies (Botica di 
Servicio), points out that convenience is not their only 
unique asset. “We carry a wide variety of medicines from 
the US, but most of the medicines come from the EU. The 
prices in the EU are considerately lower than in the U.S.” 
All medicines are European registered with the same 
standard as U.S. products. “The law in the States allows 
visitors to get prescribed medicine by a local doctor for 
up to 6 months, saving them a ton of money.”, says van 
der Poel. Most common medicines requested by visitors 
are antibiotic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications. 
However, certain things do not need prescription, such 
as contact lenses. These don’t need a prescription to get 
them on the island. “We’ve recently started importing our 
own ‘house brand’ of contact lenses called ‘Optinova’, 
and the feedback has been amazing”, elaborates Van 
der Poel, “We carry both daily and monthly lenses, which 
are an ideal substitute if you forget yours when coming on 
vacation, or even if you would like to take some home, 
which is why we’ve seen so many return customers.”

Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful 
vacation of your life on our Happy Island. But …. In case 
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn 
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured!q

Palm Beach Service Pharmacy  	 Aruba Walk-in Clinic
T: +297 587 1717			   T: +297 588 539
www.boticadiservicio.com	 or +297 594 0539(emergency)
info@boticadiservicio.com	 lgbeke.md@gmail.com
Unit 8 at “The Cove”		  Unit 9 at “The Cove”
Palm Beach			   Palm Beach
Open Mon-Sat			   Open during weekdays 
10 am – 4 pm			   (Friday afternoon 2pm–4.30pm) 	
				    9am–12pm, 2.30–5pm 		
				    Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 
				    2pm – 4 pm
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Honoring Goodwill Ambassadors at Divi Phoenix
EAGLE — Recently, Ms. Darline S. 
de Cuba had the great pleasure to 
honor a Loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba as Goodwill Ambassadors 
at their home away from home. The 
symbolic honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba between 10-
20-35 and more consecutive years. 
 
The honorees were Maher & Mervat 
Sidhom residents of Edison New 
Jersey who have been coming to 
the island for 25 consecutive years. 
The lovely couple stated that there 
are many reasons why they love 
coming to the island such as the 
lovely weather, the many activities, 
he cleanliness of the island. They 
love the Aruban people because 
they are polite and very helpful. 
Most of all they love the employees 
of the Divi Phoenix Resort for the 
cooperation they always provide. 
 
Ms. Darline de Cuba together with 
representatives of the Divi Phoenix 
thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their vacation destination and 
as their home away from home for 
so many years.q
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Community Gardening

The National Library of Aruba presents 
another edition of the Sustainable Edu-
cation Symposium (SES) which will take 
place, September 2-6, 2019 at the li-
brary in Oranjestad. This year’s theme 
is ‘Hof’ Bario’ (Community gardening).

The symposium will take place in the 
week of September 2nd until the 6th, 
2019, and will be providing presenta-
tions to students of secondary school 
and advanced learning. Lectures will 
be given by Mrs. Ingela Laclé and Mrs. 
Nathalie Maduro of the department of 
Agriculture (Santa Rosa), Mr. Gregory 
Fung A Fat of the United Farmers Aru-
ba, Mr. James Ocalia and Mrs. Joase-
Anne van der Biest of BAZ-RRR Galleria 
& Brasserie. Also a lecture will be given 
by the insternational speaker, Mr. Henk 
van Dort from Holland. The schools that 
will be taking part to the symposium 
are Colegio San Nicolas, John Wes-
ley MAVO, EPB Oranjestad, Abraham 

de Veerschool MAVO, IPA, Mon Plaisir 
College MAVO and Filomena College, 
MAVO.
In the afternoon there will be workshops 
for the students between ages of 6-17 
from 2:00Pm to 4:00PM. Registration is 
required at 582 1580. The workshop is 
completely free.
Public Lecture: The lecture will take 
place on Wednesday, September 4th, 
2019 at Cas Di Cultura (Aruba’s House 
of Culture) from 7:00PM-9:00PM.q
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NORTH BERWICK, Scotland 
(AP) — Mi Jung Hur surged 
into a two-shot lead Friday 
in the rain-delayed second 
round of the Ladies Scot-
tish Open, getting the best 
of the draw and finishing 
in the early evening with 
a 9-under 62. Players with 
morning tee times dealt 
with heavy wind and rain 
at The Renaissance Club, 
and play was suspended 
in the early afternoon, de-
laying the start times for 
half of the field and giving 
them a huge advantage 
as the sun came out and 
the wind died. The second 
round could not be com-
pleted Friday because of 
darkness. Hur, who started 
on No. 10, made only one 
par over her first 12 holes. 
The South Korean began 
with two birdies and then 
holed a 25-yard pitch-and-
run from the rough for ea-
gle on the par-5 12th. 

Continued on Page 18

Korea’s Mi Jung Hur smiles 
following her birdie at the 16th 
hole, during day two of the 
Ladies Golf Scottish Open at 
the Renaissance Club, in North 
Berwick, England, Friday, Aug. 
9, 2019.

Associated Press

Hur shoots 
62, leads 
weather-
delayed 
Ladies 
Scottish 
Open

CARDINAL
DEBUT

Kyler Murray sharp in brief 
debut as Cards edge Chargers
Arizona Cardinals quarterback Kyler Murray (1) throws against 
the Los Angeles Chargers during the first half of an NFL preseason 
football game, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Glendale, Ariz. 

Associated Press
Page 20



since 2016. Laura Davies 
matched the best round of 
the morning wave with a 
68. The 55-year-old Hall of 
Famer aced the 152-yard 
fifth hole, her 12th career 

hole-in-one.
“Lovely wedge, never left 
the pin,” Davies said. “It 
seemed to roll for ages and 
just dropped in.”
Only two of the 78 play-

ers with morning tee times 
broke 70.
“It’s probably the second-
best round I’ve probably 
ever shot because obvi-
ously needed to have a 
good round to make the 
cut,” said Davies, who 
opened with a 72 and was 
2 under. “I had a 6-under 
66 in Canada years ago in 
similar conditions, but that’s 
as close as I can get to it. It 
was horrific out there. ... I hit 
two 1-irons into the fourth, 
1-iron off the tee and 1-iron 
into the green. I’ve never 
done that before.”
It was Davies’ first made cut 
in 11 LPGA Tour starts this 
year. She has been working 
part-time as a TV commen-
tator and joined the Sky 
Sports broadcast booth af-
ter her round on Friday. q
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She made six more bird-
ies, along with two bogeys, 
over her next nine, and 
added one more birdie 
to post a two-day total of 
14-under 128.
“I got a really lucky draw 
for this week. I had the 
morning yesterday and af-
ternoon today,” Hur said. “I 
know it was really tough this 
morning, but sometimes I 
need luck for those things.”
None of the players who 
started in the morning was 
inside the top 20.
Moriya Jutanugarn was 12 
under after a 66. Sharing 
third at 10 under were U.S. 
Women’s Open champion 
Jeongeun Lee6 (65) and 

Anne van Dam, who fol-
lowed her opening-round 
63 with a 69.
“I think if we get decent 
weather, low scores are 
out there,” van Dam said. 
“If it will get rainy and more 
windy, maybe two rounds 
around par will be fine. So 
I have no clue.”
Muni He was 9 under with 
three holes to play, the 
best score among those 
who did not finish.
Former U.S. Women’s Open 
champion Na Yeon Choi, 
who has struggled with 
back injuries for the past 
four years, was 6 under af-
ter a 64. She tied for third in 
her previous tournament, 
the Dow Great Lakes Bay 
Invitational, her best finish 

South Korea’s Mi Jung Hur lines up her putt at the 14th hole during 
day two of the Ladies Golf Scottish Open at the Renaissance 
Club, in North Berwick, Britain, Friday, Aug. 9, 2019. 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 
Dustin Johnson has missed 
nine birdie chances from 
10 feet or closer at Liberty 
National, which ordinarily 
might annoy him.
He’s hitting it so well that 
he still leads The North-
ern Trust Open. Johnson 
birdied three of his last six 
holes Friday, finishing with 
an approach to 8 feet on 
the 489-yard closing hole, 
for a 4-under 67 that gave 
him a one-shot lead over 
Jordan Spieth (64) going 
into the weekend. John-
son has won this FedEx Cup 
playoffs opener twice at 
other courses. He was at 
12-under 130. “I’ve got a 
lot of control with the golf 
ball and hitting a lot of re-
ally nice shots and rolled 
in a couple putts today 
which is nice, but still feel 
like I left quite a few out 
there,” Johnson said. “I’m 
in a good position heading 
into the weekend, and if I 
can keep swinging the way 
I am, I think it’s going to be 
a good weekend.”
Spieth might be finding 
some form at just the right 
time. Winless in more than 
two years, he started the 
PGA Tour’s postseason at 
No. 69 in the FedEx Cup 
with no assurance of stay-
ing among the top 70 who 
advance to next week at 
Medinah. He might be one 
round away from thinking 

more about winning. Spi-
eth was on the same score 
(131) that he was going 
into the weekend last week 
at the Wyndham Champi-
onship, where he followed 
with a 77 and missed the 
54-hole cut. His shots have 
been tighter, his misses not 
that severe and he even 
got some good fortune on 
his final hole that led to a 
birdie and a spot in the last 
group with a familiar face.
Johnson and Spieth have 
played together at the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am 

each of the last five years.
The opening playoff event 
had a strong cast of con-
tenders, with Jon Rahm 
and Patrick Reed two shots 
behind, and Justin Rose 
and Rory McIlroy among 
those another shot back. 
McIlroy was just happy he 
wasn’t farther behind.
He walked off the par-3 
14th with a double bogey 
because of a two-shot pen-
alty from the bunker. McIl-
roy went to remove a small 
stone next to his ball, but 
realized when he touched 

it and it disintegrated that 
it was a clump of wet sand 
from a brief storm delay.
The original ruling was a 
penalty. The PGA Tour re-
viewed it as McIlroy played 
the last four holes, spoke 
to him after the round and 
determined that was no in-
tent to improve his lie. His 70 
became a 68.
“The reason I called some-
one over is I don’t want 
anything on my con-
science, either,” McIlroy 
said. “I feel like I play the 
game with integrity and I’m 

comfortable saying that I 
didn’t improve anything. 
I thought it was a rock. It 
wasn’t. I moved my hand 
away, and then I was like, 
‘I don’t know if I’ve done 
anything wrong here.’
“It came down to me and 
they said, ‘OK, are you 
comfortable telling us you 
didn’t improve your lie?’ 
And for me, I am comfort-
able saying that.”
Missing the cut meant the 
end of the season for at 
least two dozen players 
who would not be among 
the top 70, which includes 
Bubba Watson. Sergio Gar-
cia would appear to be a 
casualty having started at 
No. 65 and not making it to 
the weekend. The first step 
for Spieth was to make sure 
he stayed in the top 70. 
Now it’s about contending. 
“The important thing for me 
is not to get ahead of my-
self,” Spieth said. “Histori-
cally, I’m a very consistent 
player. I’ve lost a bit of that. 
I still have the firepower but 
that consistency is what 
I’m trying to get back, and 
there’s certainly going to 
be times where I’m out of 
position over the weekend. 
It’s about limiting mistakes. 
One bogey over 36 holes is 
somewhat unrealistic week 
to week. But if I can hold 
it close to that for the next 
36, again, that firepower is 
still there. And it would cer-
tainly shoot my confidence 
up.”q

Johnson takes 1-shot lead over Spieth at Liberty National

Jordan Spieth hits out of the rough on the tenth hole during the Northern Trust golf tournament, 
Friday, Aug. 9, 2019, at Liberty National Golf Club in Jersey City, N.J.
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 
Masters champion Tiger 
Woods withdrew Friday 
from the opening FedEx 
Cup playoffs event with 
what he described as a 
mild oblique strain.
It was the first time Woods 
has pulled out in the mid-
dle of a tournament since 
the Dubai Desert Classic in 
February 2017, two months 
before he had a fourth sur-
gery on his back to fuse his 
lower spine.
“Due to a mild oblique 
strain that led to pain and 
stiffness, I have to withdraw 
from The Northern Trust,” 
Woods said in a statement 
released by the PGA Tour. 
“I went for treatment early 
Friday morning, but unfor-
tunately I’m still unable to 
compete.”
Woods, playing in only his 
second tournament since 
the U.S. Open in June, 
opened with a 4-over 75 on 
a Liberty National course 
so soft that only one other 

player had a higher score. 
It was his second-worst 
score in 89 rounds in the Fe-
dEx Cup playoffs.
He has said all year that 
there are days when his 
back doesn’t feel as limber. 
In March, he decided not 
to play the Arnold Palmer 

Invitational on the road to 
the Masters because of lin-
gering soreness in his neck. 
At the PGA Championship, 
he played only nine holes 
of practice in cold weather 
at Bethpage Black, where 
he missed the cut.
Woods stopped hitting full 

shots on the back nine of 
his pro-am Wednesday at 
Liberty National. After his 
opening round, he said his 
back was “a little stiff, but 
that’s just the way it’s going 
to be.”
He said he is hopeful to 
play next week in the BMW 

Championship at Medinah, 
where he won two of his 
PGA Championship titles.
If he plays, Woods likely 
would need to move back 
into the top 30 in the FedEx 
Cup to advance to the 
Tour Championship, where 
he is the defending cham-
pion. It was last year at East 
Lake that he capped off his 
comeback from four back 
surgeries with his first victory 
in five years.
That comeback included a 
busy schedule to get back 
among the elite in the 
game.
Woods had played only 17 
official tournaments after 
his first back surgery in April 
2014, and the fusion surgery 
was as much about quality 
of life as golf. His tie for sixth 
in the British Open last year 
got him back into the top 
50 in the world and made 
him eligible for a World Golf 
Championship. His runner-
up finish in the PGA Cham-
pionship assured he could 
play all four FedEx Cup 
playoff events.q

Woods withdraws from Northern Trust, citing oblique strain

Tiger Woods tees off on the 12th hole at the Northern Trust golf tournament at Liberty National Golf 
Course, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Jersey City, N.J. 
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By The Associated Press 
Arizona Cardinals rookie 
quarterback Kyler Murray 
went 6 for 7 for 44 yards in 
the 10 plays of the Cardi-
nals’ first offensive series of 
the game.
Then he put on a head-
set, took off his pads and 
watched the Cardinals’ 17-
13 win over the Los Angeles 
Chargers in the preseason 
opener for both teams 
Thursday night.
The 2018 Heisman Trophy 
winner, starting his first NFL 
drive at the Cardinals 2 
after a fumble recovery, 
picked up three first downs, 
with his longest completion 
a 14-yard short pass to run-
ning back David Johnson.
The Cardinals did, howev-
er. Trent Sherfield, who had 
19 catches a season ago 
after making the team as 
an undrafted free agent, 
hauled in a 22-yard touch-
down pass from backup 
quarterback Brett Hundley 
35 seconds before halftime 
to tie the score at 7.
Hundley was 10 of 14 for 
104 yards.
Zane Gonzalez hit a 55-yard 
field goal and Wes Hills ran 
7 yards for a touchdown in 
the second half, and the 
Cardinals held on in new 
head coach Kliff Kings-
bury’s NFL debut. Easton 
Stick, the third quarterback 
for the Chargers, scored on 
a 31-yard scamper in the 
fourth quarter.
Patriots 31, Lions 3

DETROIT (AP) — Jakobi 
Meyers caught two touch-
down passes in an impres-
sive preseason debut, and 
New England drubbed De-
troit.
Tom Brady and Matthew 
Stafford didn’t play, and 
plenty of other key players 
were also spectators. My-
ers stood out for New Eng-
land. The undrafted rookie 
caught scoring passes from 
Brian Hoyer and Jarrett Stid-
ham in the second quarter. 
He finished with six catches 
for 69 yards.
Super Bowl MVP Julian 
Edelman (thumb) has been 

sidelined for the Patriots, 
and Phillip Dorsett is the 
only other returning receiv-
er. Meyers seems to be tak-
ing advantage of his op-
portunity.
Lions receiver Jermaine Ke-
arse was carted off injured 
early in the first quarter, 
and that was the start of a 
dismal night for Detroit. The 
Lions didn’t cross midfield 
until the latter half of the 
fourth quarter, when they 
finally drove for a field goal. 
The Patriots sacked Detroit 
quarterbacks nine times.
The Lions finished the third 
quarter with only 41 net 

yards — and minus-11 pass-
ing.
Lions coach Matt Patricia 
has been moving around 
on a vehicle at practice 
while recovering from sur-
gery on his left leg. He did 
coach this game from the 
sideline, perched behind 
a handful of coolers near 
midfield, a safe distance 
from the field.
Ravens 29, Jaguars 0
BALTIMORE (AP) — Lamar 
Jackson directed two scor-
ing drives in three posses-
sions and the Baltimore 
Ravens’ defense throttled 
Jacksonville  backup quar-

terback Gardner Minshew.
The Jaguars played without 
quarterback Nick Foles, the 
2018r Super Bowl MVP who 
was signed as a free agent 
in March. Foles was one of 
32 players who were either 
injured or rested by coach 
Doug Marrone in the pre-
season opener, which 
came after the teams held 
two joint practices earlier in 
the week.
Jackson played the first 
quarter and went 4 for 6 for 
59 yards and a touchdown.
With Foles on the sideline, 
Minshew, drafted in the sixth 
round out of Washington 
State, proved to be fodder 
for a defense that last year 
was ranked No. 1. Minshew 
lost his helmet when struck 
on a first-quarter foray out 
of the pocket, and in the 
second quarter he got hit 
a whole lot harder after 
mishandling a snap. Min-
shew quickly picked up the 
ball, just an instant before 
Kenny Young swooped in 
untouched and applied a 
crushing tackle that sepa-
rated the quarterback from 
his helmet — again.
Minshew was mercifully lift-
ed after going 7 for 14 for 
46 yards.
In other preseason games it 
was Bills 24, Colts 16; Browns 
30, Redskins 10; Titans 27, 
Eagles 10; Dolphins 34, Fal-
cons 27; Giants 31, Jets 22; 
Seahawks 22, Broncos 14; 
Panthers 23, Bears 13; and  
Packers 28, Texans 26.q

By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 
Louisiana lawyer suing the 
NFL over the failure to call 
a crucial penalty in a Janu-
ary playoff game said Fri-
day he won’t force the 
New Orleans Saints to com-
ply with a subpoena for re-
cords regarding the game.
Antonio LeMon released a 
letter to team officials say-
ing he and three fellow 
ticket-holders suing the NFL 
don’t want the subpoena 
to distract the Saints orga-
nization from the upcom-
ing football season.
“To be clear, plaintiffs do 
not want to do anything or 
require absolutely anything 
of the Saints at this time that 

may have any negative im-
pact and detract from the 
focus of the Saints in having 
its most successful season,” 
the letter says.
LeMon’s lawsuit against the 
league alleges fraud and 
seeks damages in connec-
tion with the failure to flag 
a blatant penalty by a Los 
Angeles Rams player who 
made a helmet-to-helmet 
hit on a Saints receiver with 
a pass on the way. The lack 
of a penalty call for pass 
interference or roughness 
helped the Rams beat the 
Saints and advance to the 
Super Bowl.
The league has asked Loui-
siana’s Supreme Court to 
halt the suit, which could 
result in NFL Commissioner 

Roger Goodell being ques-
tioned under oath in Sep-
tember.
The team, despite having 
been burned by the infa-
mous “Nola no-call,” has 
joined the league in op-
posing the lawsuit. Team 
lawyers filed a brief with 
the Supreme Court late 
Wednesday, supporting 
the league’s effort to halt 
the suit. The letter also said 
complying with LeMon’s 
subpoena — which sought, 
among other things a data-
base of ticket-holders and 
any records regarding the 
disputed play — would be 
expensive and time con-
suming for the organization 
as the team prepares for 
the 2019 season.q

Kyler Murray makes debut as Cards top Chargers

Arizona Cardinals quarterback Kyler Murray (1) tries to elude Los Angeles Chargers linebacker 
Chris Peace (40) during the first half of an NFL preseason football game, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, 
in Glendale, Ariz. 
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Lawyer suing league relieves Saints from subpoena

In this Jan. 20, 2019, file photo, Los Angeles Rams’ Nickell Robey-
Coleman breaks up a pass intended for New Orleans Saints’ 
Tommylee Lewis during the second half of the NFL football NFC 
championship game in New Orleans. 
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By The Associated Press
TORONTO (AP) — Gio Ur-
shela hit two home runs for 
the second straight game 
and the New York Yan-
kees outslugged rookie Bo 
Bichette and the Toronto 
Blue Jays 12-6 Thursday 
night to extend their win-
ning streak to a season-
best nine games.
Playing in Toronto for the 
first time, Bichette became 
the first player in major 
league history to double in 
nine consecutive games. 
He also homered, giving 
him an unprecedented 13 
extra-base hits in his first 11 
career games. Bichette 
is the first rookie to have 
an extra-base hit in nine 
straight games since Ted 
Williams in 1939, according 
to STATS.
The Yankees have hit a re-
cord 19 homers over their 
last four games, including 
at least five in each win dur-
ing a three-game sweep at 
Baltimore this week. Mike 
Tauchman also homered 
Thursday to give New York 
three connections.
Domingo Germán (15-2) 
pitched five innings to win 
his sixth consecutive deci-
sion for New York.
Both of Urshela’s homers 
came off left-hander Thom-
as Pannone (2-5), who 
matched a career worst by 
giving up seven runs in 2 1/3 
innings.

Luis Cessa pitched the fi-
nal three innings for his first 
save.
RED SOX 3, ANGELS 0
BOSTON (AP) — Chris Sale 
righted himself and struck 
out 13 over eight innings of 
two-hit ball, Sam Travis hit a 
two-run homer and Boston 
beat Los Angeles.
Sale (6-11) had allowed 14 
runs over nine innings dur-
ing his previous two starts, 
both against the rival New 
York Yankees. He carved 
up the Angels in his 13th 
outing with double-digit 
strikeouts this season.
The Red Sox had lost nine 
of 10 games, not includ-
ing’s Wednesday’s contest 
against the Royals that was 
suspended in the 10th in-
ning with the score tied 
at 4. Thursday’s game ran 
without issue and was over 
in a tidy 2 hours, 16 minutes. 
Brandon Workman worked 
a clean ninth with two 
strikeouts for his seventh 
save.
Dillon Peters (2-1) gave up 
three runs and five hits and 
struck out eight over six in-
nings.
INDIANS 7, TWINS 5
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Jose 
Ramirez drove in three runs, 
Mike Clevinger kept Minne-
sota quiet with nine strike-
outs in seven innings, and 
Cleveland struck first in this 
four-game series between 
the AL Central front-runners 

to pull within a game of the 
Twins.
Indians closer Brad Hand 
ended the game by retiring 
Eddie Rosario on a routine 
flyout with the bases load-
ed, recording his 29th save 
in dramatic fashion.
RBI singles in the fourth by 
Luis Arraez and Marwin 
Gonzalez accounted for 
two of the three hits man-
aged by the Twins against 
Clevinger (7-2), who 
watched four relievers toil 

through a three-run eighth 
inning that cut Cleveland’s 
lead to 6-5.
The Twins lost leading home 
run hitter Nelson Cruz to a 
strained left wrist, after he 
swung and missed at a 
pitch from Clevinger in the 
fourth. Kyle Gibson (11-5) 
got them off to an ominous 
start, giving up six runs in 
less than five innings behind 
a career-high six walks.
TIGERS 10, ROYALS 8
DETROIT (AP) — Jordy Mer-

cer hit a walk-off, two-run 
homer against Richard 
Lovelady (0-2) in the ninth 
inning to lift Detroit over 
Kansas City.
Travis Demeritte led off the 
ninth with his third walk of 
the game and moved to 
second on a sacrifice bunt 
by Jake Rogers. Mercer 
then hit a 2-1 fastball into 
the right field stands.
Joe Jimenez (3-6) got the 
win with a scoreless ninth 
inning.q

By DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer
BALTIMORE (AP) — Ori-
oles first baseman Chris 
Davis said he reached a 
“breaking point” when he 
charged at manager Bran-
don Hyde in the dugout 
on Wednesday night, and 
expressed his regret during 
a lengthy conversion with 
Hyde on Friday.
The flare-up occurred 
Wednesday in the fifth in-
ning of Baltimore’s 14-2 loss 
to the New York Yankees. 
Hyde walked over to Davis 
and said something that 
the first baseman clearly 
didn’t like, and Davis at-
tempted to charge at the 
manager before being 
restrained by teammate 

Mark Trumbo and hitting 
coach Don Long.
“It happened. Brandon 
and I have talked,” Da-
vis said Friday, hours be-
fore the last-place Orioles 
hosted the Houston Astros. 
“I knew right after it hap-
pened we were going to 
be fine, and we are.”
Davis is batting .182 with 
nine homers and 31 RBIs, 
hardly the production the 
Orioles expected from a 
slugger who’s in the middle 
of a $161 million, seven-
year contract. Last season 
he batted .168, the worst 
average in major league 
history by a player with 
enough plate appearanc-
es to qualify for the batting 
title.

Davis has taken some con-
solation from his play in the 
field, but on Wednesday 
night he lamented being 

unable to snag a bounc-
ing throw that preceded a 
New York home run.
“For me, that was really 

kind of the breaking point,” 
Davis said. “It all boiled 
over. It wasn’t just from that 
play. For me, it’s been the 
last couple weeks.”
“I think it just made it worse 
for everybody involved,” 
Davis said. “I wish it hadn’t 
happened in the dugout, 
but it did. We addressed 
it. We’re moving forward. 
We have so much to look 
forward to; I don’t want this 
to be made into something 
it’s not.”
Davis was removed for a 
pinch hitter in the fifth in-
ning and said he remained 
in the clubhouse until the 
game ended before leav-
ing the stadium “just to be 
respectful” to his team-
mates. q

Urshela HRs twice, streaking 
Yanks outslug Bichette, Jays

New York Yankees’ Gio Urshela, right, celebrates with teammate Didi Gregorius after hitting his 
second two-run home run of the night, against the Toronto Blue Jays during the third inning of a 
baseball game Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Toronto. 
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Orioles’ Davis clears air with manager after dugout clash

Baltimore Orioles’ Chris Davis heads back to the dugout after 
flying out during the fourth inning of a baseball game against 
the Toronto Blue Jays, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in Baltimore. 
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By BRIAN HALL
 Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Min-
nesota Twins designated 
hitter Nelson Cruz was 
placed on the 10-day in-
jured list Friday because of 
a ruptured tendon in his left 
wrist, but the team is opti-
mistic about his eventual 
return.
Cruz was injured on a swing 
Thursday night in a 7-5 loss 
to Cleveland that cut Min-
nesota’s American League 
Central lead to a single 
game. 
Tests revealed a rupture of 
the extensor carpi ulnaris 
tendon, but Cruz reported 
feeling no pain in the wrist 
when he arrived at Target 
Field on Friday.
“I can grab the bat,” Cruz 
said. 
“It feels good. 
Monday, I’m going to go 

to New York and see a spe-
cialist. 
We’ve got to go from there. 
But it looks as if it’ll be good 
in 10 days.”
Cruz has been a major 
piece in the Twins’ resur-
gence this season, hitting 
.294 with 32 home runs 
and 76 RBIs while being a 
steadying influence on the 
team’s younger players. 
He leads the majors with 16 
home runs since the All-Star 
break.
It turns out, the team got a 
bit of good news about the 
injury from a former player. 
Justin Morneau, the former 
MVP first baseman and cur-
rently a team broadcaster, 
said he had the injury in 
2012 and played the rest of 
the season.
“To be fair to everyone, 
everyone deals with it dif-
ferently, though,” manager 

Rocco Baldelli said. 
“There are some people, 
when it ruptures, that’s not 
a good scenario at all. 
And there are some peo-
ple, so I’ve heard, like that 
— like (Morneau) — who 
have dealt with it and it ac-
tually felt somewhat better 
or a lot better.”
Morneau said the rupture 
actually relieved pain. 
He said he played the rest 
of his career without sur-
gery on the tendon.
A long absence was feared 
after Thursday’s game, but 
Cruz said he even took 
swings on Friday.
“The way it feels today is re-
ally good,” Cruz said. 
“It’s a miracle that it feels 
like that.”
Minnesota recalled right-
handed reliever Cody 
Stashak from Triple-A 
Rochester.q

By The Associated Press
CINCINNATI (AP) — Antho-
ny Rizzo had a pair of hits 
as part of a 30th birthday 
celebration, Nicholas Cas-
tellanos added to his Chi-
cago surge with a pair of 
homers and the Cubs beat 
Cincinnati for their biggest 
NL Central lead of the sea-
son.
The Cubs’ sixth win in seven 
games gave them a 3½-
game margin over the idle 
Brewers. Left-hander Cole 
Hamels struggled, but Tyler 
Chatwood (5-1) fanned six 
in three innings as Chicago 
pulled away.
Reds manager David Bell 
returned from a six-game 
suspension for going af-
ter Pirates manager Clint 
Hurdle during a benches-
clearing brawl last week at 
Great American Ball Park.
Castellanos had a pair of 
solo homers among his 
three hits, the latter break-
ing a 5-5 tie off Kevin Gaus-
man (3-8) in the fourth in-
ning. He’s hit safely in all 
eight games since the Cubs 
got him from Detroit.
Aristides Aquino hit a two-
run homer for Cincinnati 
measured at 118.3 mph, 
tying the Yankees’ Gary 
Sanchez and Mets’ Pete 
Alonso for the hardest-hit 
homers this season.

PADRES 9, ROCKIES 3
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Rookie 
Fernando Tatis Jr. hit his 
second leadoff home run 
in two games — and team-
record sixth this season — 
and San Diego scored five 
unearned runs in the sixth 
inning to beat Colorado.
Tatis broke the old record 
of five leadoff homers by 
Will Venable in 2011 when 
he drove a 1-0 pitch from 
Jon Gray (10-8) into the 
home run porch in the right 

field corner. It was the 22nd 
of the season for Tatis, who 
hit a leadoff homer in a 3-2 
loss at Seattle on Wednes-
day.
Manuel Margot homered 
in the eighth for the Padres, 
his ninth. The Padres led 3-1 
after two before the Rock-
ies tied it on Trevor Story’s 
RBI double in the third and 
Charlie Blackmon’s leadoff 
homer in the fifth, his 24th.
Matt Strahm (5-8) pitched 
two innings for the win.

GIANTS 5, PHILLIES 0
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Madison Bumgarner car-
ried a no-hit bid into the 
sixth inning and won his 
fourth straight decision, 
pitching San Francisco past 
Philadelphia to snap a four-
game losing streak.
Pinch-hitter Cesar Hernan-
dez hit a sharp single up the 
middle with one out in the 
sixth to break it up. Before 
that, the only Phillies bas-
erunner came when Rhys 

Hoskins drew a one-out 
walk in the fourth.
Mike Yastrzemski hit a solo 
homer and drove in three 
runs to get the offense go-
ing after San Francisco 
scored just four total runs 
the previous three days in 
being swept by the Nation-
als.
The Giants delivered four 
straight hits against Aaron 
Nola (10-3) to start the third 
and back Bumgarner (7-7), 
capped by Yastrzemski’s 
two-run double before he 
got caught in a rundown 
trying to stretch it to a triple. 
San Francisco left the bases 
loaded in the fourth.
MARLINS 9, BRAVES 2
MIAMI (AP) — Brian Ander-
son homered twice, Elieser 
Hernandez (2-4) pitched six 
shutout innings and Miami 
beat Atlanta on a rough 
night for Dallas Keuchel.
Hernandez retired 11 con-
secutive batters before 
Ronald Acuña Jr.’s leadoff 
single in the sixth.
The Marlins chased Keuchel 
(3-5) with a five-run fourth 
capped by Anderson’s 
second home run and 
20th of the season for an 
8-0 lead. Keuchel allowed 
eight runs and 10 hits in 3 
2/3 innings, his shortest out-
ing since joining the Braves 
on June 10.q

Rizzo celebrates, Cubs beat Reds 12-5 for biggest lead

Chicago Cubs’ Nicholas Castellanos (6) celebrates with Anthony Rizzo, right, after hitting a solo 
home run off Cincinnati Reds starting pitcher Alex Wood during the third inning of a baseball 
game Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press

Twins DH Nelson Cruz goes on IL with ruptured wrist tendon

Minnesota Twins’ Nelson Cruz watches his two-run home run 
off Kansas City Royals pitcher Glenn Sparkman during the first 
inning of a baseball game Friday, Aug. 2, 2019, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press
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LONDON (AP) — Anthony 
Joshua’s promoters say 
his world heavyweight ti-
tle rematch against Andy 
Ruiz Jr. will take place in 
Diriyah, Saudi Arabia, on 
Dec. 7.
The British fighter will be 
trying to win back the IBF, 
WBA and WBO belts he 
lost to Ruiz at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden 
on June 1.
Ruiz, an American, had 
insisted that the rematch 
take place back in the 
U.S. or at a neutral venue. 

Diriyah is a town on the 
outskirts of Riyadh, the 
Saudi Arabian capital.
Their rematch will be 
the highest-profile box-
ing event to be held in 
the country after welter-
weight Amir Khan’s win 
over Australia’s Billy Dib in 
Jeddah on July 12.
Saudi Arabia also host-
ed the World Boxing Su-
per Series super middle-
weight final between Brit-
ish fighters Callum Smith 
and George Groves last 
year.q

MONTREAL (AP) — Top-
seeded Rafael Nadal ral-
lied to reach the Rogers 
Cup semifinals Friday night, 
beating No. 7 Fabio Fognini 
of Italy 2-6, 6-1, 6-2.
The winner last year in To-
ronto for his fourth title in 
the event, Nadal won his 
380th ATP Masters 1000 
match, a day after break-
ing a tie with Roger Federer 
for the tour record. Nadal 
has 82 singles victories, win-

ning the French Open in 
June for his second title of 
the year.
In the semifinals, the 
33-year-old Spanish star 
will face the winner of the 
late match between No. 
10 Roberto Bautista Agut 
of Spain and No. 16 Gael 
Monfils of France.
In the afternoon, Daniil 
Medvedev and Karen 
Khachanov set up an all-
Russian semifinal. q

By The Associated Press 
EVERETT, Wash. (AP) — 
Natasha Howard had 23 
points, 11 rebounds and six 
steals, Jordin Canada add-
ed a career-high 18 points 
and six assists and the Se-
attle Storm beat the Dallas 
Wings 69-57 on Thursday 
night.
Howard scored 13 of Seat-
tle opening 20 points, and 
finished the half with 15 as 
the Storm trailed 38-37. 
Seattle was just 2 of 10 from 
3-point range before half-
time and ended the game 
3 for 19.
Alysha Clark added 12 
points and eight rebounds 
to help Seattle (13-11) snap 
a three-game skid.
Kayla Thornton led Dallas 
(6-17) with 14 points. 
Arike Ogunbowale added 
13, Isabelle Harrison 12 and 
Allisha Gray 11. 
Glory Johnson, the fifth 
starter, was just 1 of 10 from 
the field for three points.
Dallas’ 0-11 road record is 
the franchise’s worst start 
since losing 13 straight in 
2011, while based in Tulsa.
SPARKS 84, MERCURY 74

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Nneka Ogwumike scored 
24 points, Candace Parker 
added 12 points, 11 re-
bounds and six assists and 
Los Angeles beat Phoenix 
for its fourth straight victory.
Chelsea Gray chipped in 
with 10 points and five as-
sists for Los Angeles (14-8).
Brittney Griner scored 27 
points, and Leilani Mitchell 
added 19 for Phoenix (11-
11).
MYSTICS 91, FEVER 78
WASHINGTON (AP) — Elena 
Delle Donne had 22 points 
and eight rebounds, and 
Kristi Toliver added a ca-
reer-high 11 assists in Wash-
ington’s victory over Indi-
ana. Emma Meesseman 
scored 19 points, LaToya 
Sanders added 16, Aerial 
Powers 14 and Natasha 
Cloud 13 for Washington 
(16-7).  Toliver was held 
scoreless on six shot at-
tempts.  The Mystics have 
won seven of their last eight 
games for the second best 
record in the WNBA.
Kelsey Mitchell scored 13 of 
her 18 points in the first half 
for Indiana (8-16).q

Natasha Howard had 
23 points, 11 rebounds 
in Storm’s victory

Joshua-Ruiz rematch 
set for Dec. 7 
in Saudi Arabia

Serena Williams, of the United States, reaches for a shot from Naomi Osaka, of Japan, during the 
Rogers Cup women’s tennis tournament Friday, Aug. 9, 2019, in Toronto. 

Associated Press

Top-seeded Rafael Nadal rallies 
to reach Rogers Cup semis

TORONTO (AP) — Serena 
Williams advanced to the 
Rogers Cup semifinals Fri-
day night, beating soon-
to-be-top-ranked Naomi 
Osaka of Japan 6-3, 6-4 at 
breezy at York University.
Playing her first event since 
losing the Wimbledon final, 
Williams will face the winner 
of the late match between 
fourth-seeded Simona Ha-
lep of Romania and Czech 
qualifier Marie Bouzkova.
The 37-year-old Williams, 
ranked 10th and seeded 
eighth, won the event in 
2001, 2011 and 2013 — all in 
Toronto — and has a tour-
nament-record 33 victories 
in 37 matches. She won the 
last of her 72 singles titles in 
the 2017 Australian Open.
Osaka will go from No. 2 to 
No. 1 on Monday when the 

new ranking is announced. 
She played Williams for the 
first time since beating her 
last year in the U.S. Open 
final.
In the afternoon, Bianca 
Andreescu became the 
first Canadian Rogers Cup 
semifinalist since 1979, over-
coming a groin injury to 
beat third-seeded Karolina 
Pliskova of Czech Republic 
6-0, 2-6, 6-4. Andreescu will 
face American Sofia Kenin, 
a 7-6 (2), 6-4 winner over 
sixth-seeded Elina Svitolina 
of Ukraine.
The 19-year-old Andreescu, 
from nearby Mississauga, is 
returning from a right shoul-
der injury that sidelined her 
since the French Open in 
May. She won in Indian 
Wells in March for her first 
WTA Tour title.

“In the third set I told my-
self, ‘Go big or go home,’” 
Andreescu said. “Literally 
go home. My home is like 
two minutes from here. I just 
went out there and I never 
gave up because it’s not 
over until it’s over.”
Andreescu played her 
fourth consecutive three-
set match. She needed a 
medical timeout in the sec-
ond set for treatment of the 
groin injury.
“It’s not easy, that’s for 
sure,” Andreescu said. 
“Right now, I’m just really 
happy my mind and my 
body are holding up. My 
team, too, I’m so sorry guys 
for putting you through all 
of that.”
The 20-year-old Kenin upset 
top-ranked Ashleigh Barty 
in the first round.q

Serena Williams advances 
to Rogers Cup semifinals

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, hits 
the ball between his legs to 
return to Fabio Fognini, of Italy, 
during the Rogers Cup men’s 
tennis tournament Friday, Aug. 
9, 2019, in Montreal.
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By JOE McDONALD 
AP Business Writer
BEIJING (AP) — Huawei on 
Friday unveiled a smart-
phone operating system 
that it said can replace 
Google’s Android, add-
ing to the Chinese tech gi-
ant’s efforts to insulate itself 
against U.S. sanctions.
The announcement of 
HarmonyOS highlights the 
growing ability of Huawei, 
the No. 2 global smart-
phone brand and biggest 
maker of network gear for 
phone carriers, to create 
technology and reduce its 
reliance on American ven-
dors.
U.S. curbs imposed in May 
threatened Huawei’s 
smartphone sales by limit-
ing access to Android and 
blocking Google, a unit of 
Alphabet Inc., from sup-
porting music and other 
services based on the sys-
tem.
Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
wants to keep using An-
droid, Richard Yu, CEO of 
its consumer device unit, 
said at a conference for 
software developers in the 
southern city of Dongguan.
“However, if we cannot 
use it in the future we can 
immediately switch to Har-
monyOS,” Yu said. He said 
that could be done in as 
little as two days if needed.

Huawei, China’s first global 
tech brand, is at the center 
of a battle between Wash-
ington and Beijing over the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
ambitions to develop com-
panies that can compete 
in robotics and other fields.
The Trump administration 
says Beijing’s efforts are 
based on stealing or pres-
suring companies to hand 
over technology. Washing-
ton and other trading part-
ners say the Chinese cam-
paign violates its free-trade 
obligations.
Washington has labeled 

Huawei a security threat, 
an accusation the com-
pany denies. Some officials 
also see the rise of Huawei 
and other Chinese tech 
competitors as a poten-
tial threat to U.S. industrial 
leadership.
Huawei spends about $12 
billion a year on U.S. semi-
conductor chips and other 
components. The com-
pany said the U.S. export 
curbs might cut its project-
ed sales by $30 billion over 
two years.
Since then, authorities have 
said vendors will be allowed 

to supply technology that is 
available from other sourc-
es. That came after Ameri-
can technology suppliers 
warned they would be hurt 
by the loss of one of their 
biggest customers.
Huawei also has devel-
oped its own chipsets for 
low-end smartphones and 
servers, though it still needs 
U.S. vendors for its most ad-
vanced products.
Yu said Huawei’s first device 
using HarmonyOS would be 
released Saturday under its 
Honor brand.
Huawei, headquartered in 

the southern city of Shen-
zhen, near Hong Kong, 
reported earlier its smart-
phone shipments rose 24% 
in the first half of 2019 over 
a year ago to 118 million.
“We could have done bet-
ter, but due to the chal-
lenges we face in the inter-
national market, our ship-
ments dropped a bit,” Yu 
said.
Huawei reported that sales 
in the six months through 
June rose 23.2% over a year 
earlier to 401.3 billion yuan 
($58.3 billion). That was up 
from 2018 growth of 19.5%, 
but Chairman Liang Hua 
warned Huawei will “face 
difficulties” in the second 
half.
Liang said then that Hua-
wei was reviewing its prod-
uct lineup to make sure it 
could fill orders without U.S. 
components if necessary.
On Friday, Yu said Harmon-
yOS is designed to operate 
on PCs and tablet comput-
ers as well as smartphones, 
allowing users to integrate 
music and other functions 
across multiple devices.
HarmonyOS will be open 
source to allow outside de-
velopers to contribute to its 
development, Yu said.
“We want to build a global 
operating system, so it will 
not be used by Huawei 
alone,” he said.q

By MICHELLE CHAPMAN, 
MAE ANDERSON and JO-
SEPH PISANI 
AP Business Writers
NEW YORK (AP) — Walmart 
has ordered workers to re-
move video game signs 
and displays that depict 
violence from stores na-
tionwide after 22 people 
died in a shooting at one 
of its Texas stores, but the 
big box retailer will con-
tinue to sell guns.
In an internal memo, the 
retailer told employees to 
remove any violent mar-
keting material, unplug 
Xbox and PlayStation con-
soles that show violent 
video games and turn off 
any violence depicted on 
screens in its electronics 
departments.
Employees also were 
asked to shut off hunting 

season videos in the sport-
ing goods department 
where guns are sold. 
“Remove from the sales-
floor or turn off these items 
immediately,” the memo 
said.
Walmart will still sell the 
violent video games and 
hasn’t made any changes 
to its gun sales policy, de-
spite pressure from work-
ers, politicians and activ-
ists to do so.
“We’ve taken this ac-
tion out of respect for 
the incidents of the past 
week,” Walmart spokes-
woman Tara House said in 
an email. She declined to 
answer any questions be-
yond the statement.
Detractors panned the 
move as an empty ges-
ture aimed a deflecting 
criticism rather than solv-

ing a problem.
“That is a non-answer 
and a non-solution,” said 
Thomas Marshall, who 
works at Walmart’s e-
commerce division in San 
Bruno, California, and has 
helped organize a peti-
tion to get the company 
to stop selling guns. He 
said they plan to email the 
petition, which has more 
than 53,000 signatures, to 
Walmart CEO Doug Mc-
Millon on Friday.
After the massacre at 
the El Paso Walmart this 
weekend, McMillon said 
the company “will be 
thoughtful and deliberate 
in our responses.”
After the mass shooting at 
a Parkland, Florida, high 
school last year, 
Walmart Inc. banned sales 
of firearms and ammuni-

tion to people younger 
than 21. 
It had stopped selling AR-
15s and other semi-auto-
matic weapons in 2015, 
citing weak sales.
President Donald Trump 
blamed “gruesome and 
grisly video games” for en-

couraging violence Mon-
day, but there is no known 
link between violent video 
games and violent acts.
The El Paso massacre 
was followed by another 
shooting hours later in 
Dayton, Ohio, that killed 
nine people. q

Huawei unveils phone system that could replace Android

In this image from video released by Huawei, Richard Yu, CEO of Huawei Consumer Business 
Group, speaks during a news conference in Dongguan, China, Friday, Aug. 9, 2019. 
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Walmart pulls violent game displays but will still sell guns

In this Dec. 15, 2010 file photo, a view of the entertainment 
section of a Wal-Mart store is seen in Alexandria, Va. 

Associated Press
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Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — German 
exports were a little lower 
in June than the previous 
month and dropped 8% in 
year-on-year terms, rein-
forcing expectations that 
data due next week may 
show Europe’s biggest 
economy shrank slightly in 
the second quarter.
The Federal Statistical Of-
fice said Friday that ex-
ports were 0.1% lower 
than in May in seasonally 
adjusted terms, following 
a steep 3.2% drop in April 
and a partial 1.3% recov-
ery in May. Imports rose 

0.5% on the month. The 
monthly export and import 
data were both in line with 
economists’ expectations.
Second-quarter gross do-
mestic product figures are 
due Aug. 14. Germany’s 
economy is believed to 
have turned in a feeble 
performance in the April-
June period after returning 
to growth in the winter, a 
forecast bolstered by re-
cent data. Economists at 
UniCredit bank predict a 
0.1% decline in GDP com-
pared with the previous 
quarter.
Foreign trade is tradition-

ally a mainstay of the Ger-
man economy, although 
domestic demand has 
played an increasing role 
in recent years. German 
exports face uncertainty 
caused by deepening 
tensions between the U.S. 
and China, ongoing issues 
between the U.S. and Eu-
rope and the prospect of 
Britain’s exit from the Euro-
pean Union in the fall.
Over the first half of the 
year, German exports — 
which totaled 666.1 billion 
euros ($746.2 billion) — 
were 0.5% higher than a 
year earlier. q

By STAN CHOE
DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
stumbled on Wall Street 
Friday, veering between 
modest and sharp losses, 
as worries flashed yet again 
about President Donald 
Trump’s trade war with Chi-
na. The declines bookend 
a wild week where mar-
kets zoomed down, up and 
down again as investors 
struggled to make sense 
of a trade dispute whose 
resolution suddenly seems 
much more uncertain.
The S&P 500 sank as much as 
1.3% Friday afternoon after 
Trump said that it would be 
“fine” if a meeting on trade 
with China next month 
doesn’t happen, before 
eliminating most of the loss. 
Treasury yields jostled up 
and down, while the price 
of crude oil clawed back 
some of its sharp losses from 
earlier in the week. Gold, 
which jumped earlier in the 
week as investors rushed 
for things seen as safe, was 
steady.
To anyone not paying at-
tention, the numbers could 
paint the last week as a ho-
hum one for markets: The 
S&P 500 is down just 0.1%. 
But that stretch included 
the worst plunge of the 
year for the S&P 500, as well 
as its best day in months.
Through the week, inves-
tors’ mood pinballed from 
fear that China was raising 
the stakes in the trade war 
by weakening its currency 
to relief that the yuan’s 

drop wasn’t more sharp 
and back to concern that 
the U.S. and China may not 
even meet next month to 
talk about their problems. 
All of that was a follow-up 
to Trump’s threat last week 
to impose more tariffs on 
Chinese goods.
Underscoring the uncer-
tainty, investors said they 
had no good explana-
tions for some of the sharp 
swings in price that stocks 
had over the last week.
Even after all the tumult, the 
S&P 500 is only 1.7% below 
its record, which was set at 
the end of July. It’s also up 
about 9% since Trump said 
in March 2018 that “trade 
wars are good, and easy to 

win.”
The economy is still growing, 
and the unemployment 
rate remains near its lowest 
level in half a century. The 
fear is that all the uncer-
tainty that has been caus-
ing stock prices to swing 
sharply could also make 
businesses and shoppers 
more cautious. If they pull 
back on their spending, it 
could lead to weaker prof-
its for companies, which 
could cause businesses to 
cut back on hiring, which 
could do real damage to 
the economy.
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index was down 0.3%, 
as of 3:10 p.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 

Average was up 31 points, 
or 0.1%, at 26,409 after ear-
lier falling as many as 280 
points. The Nasdaq com-
posite fell 0.6%.
YIELDS: Some of the week’s 
most furious action has 
been in the bond market, 
where yields have tumbled 
as investors scrambled to 
get out of the way of the 
seemingly worsening trade 
war. When bond prices 
rise, their yields fall, and the 
yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury sat at 1.73% Friday af-
ternoon, down from 1.85% 
a week ago. It edged up 
from 1.71% late Thursday 
and had been below 1.60% 
in the middle of the week.
OVERSEAS: European in-

dexes fell broadly. The Brit-
ish government reported 
that its economy shrank in 
the second quarter for the 
first time since 2012. Ger-
many reported that exports 
fell in June.
Germany’s DAX lost 1.3%, 
the FTSE 100 in London 
slipped 0.4% and the CAC 
40 in France dropped 1.1%. 
In Asia, the Hang Seng in 
Hong Kong fell 0.7%, Ja-
pan’s Nikkei 225 rose 0.4% 
and South Korea’s Kospi 
gained 0.4%.
UBER’S ROUGH RIDE: Uber 
fell 6.2% after losing more 
money during the second 
quarter than Wall Street 
had expected. The com-
pany reported its largest 
quarterly loss on record in 
the same period it went 
public and made huge 
stock-based payouts. The 
company spent heavily 
on sales and marketing, in-
cluding costly promotions 
designed to attract rid-
ers and drivers. The cost of 
price wars and retaining 
drivers while competing 
with rivals such as Lyft has 
been a strain on its ability 
to turn a profit.
BAD BATCH: Nektar Thera-
peutics plunged 30.6% af-
ter the company revealed 
that a cancer treatment 
study was impacted by 
bad batches of an experi-
mental drug. The company 
has since refined the man-
ufacturing process for the 
drug candidate, which is 
involved in multiple cancer 
treatment studies with part-
ner Bristol-Myers Squibb.q

Stocks stumble on trade-war worries, capping wild week

In this Aug. 6, 2019, file photo trader Tommy Kalikas works on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange.

Associated Press

German exports a bit lower in June, add to economic clouds

In this Thursday, May 16, 2019, file photo, cars for export 
and import are stored in front of containers at the port in 
Bremerhaven, Germany. 
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

August 11
Freewinds
August 13
Freedom of the Seas

Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011
San Nicolas:
Aloe Tel. 584 4606

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

FOR SALE/RENT
Divi Studio
wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2700, rent $650
Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
buy $3200, rent $650  
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 
_________________________________211670  

FOR SALE 
TREMENDOUS DEAL
La Cabana 1 Bdrm Delux Unit
Wk 29 + 30 US $3,000 boths 
wks
Call +297 737-3006
info@buyarubatimeshares.com
________________________________211671

By TRACEE M. HERBAUGH 
Associated Press
Houseplants are a quick 
and easy way to dress your 
home in autumnal color.
Anthuriums can add hues 
of pink, red or white. The 
philodendron’s cascad-
ing, heart-shaped green 
leaves bring a touch of 
the outdoors inside. And 
of course, the poinsettia’s 
red and green foliage is a 
popular choice for holiday 
décor.
It’s no secret — house-
plants are back in style.
“They are naturally chaotic 
and provide great con-
trast to the structure of a 
room and its furnishings,” 
says Sarah Cole, a Bos-
ton-area interior designer. 
“They bring life, literally, to 
a room.”
But with so many house-
plant varieties, how’s a 
neophyte to choose? If 
you are new to the crazy, 
cool world of houseplants, 
don’t fear: Instagram is 
here to help. On the pho-
to-sharing social media 
platform, houseplants and 
their owners have carved 
a niche under hashtags 
like #plantsofinstagram 
and #plantcommunity.
Like their counterparts from 
the world of pop culture, 
“plant influencers” garner 
loyal followings in the hun-
dreds of thousands. Their 
photos depict beautifully 
grown, tended and dis-
played houseplants — on 
shelves, with cats or fill-
ing an entire room. They 
promise to help you find 
the most popular, beauti-
ful and in-demand house-
plants. Some plant influ-
encers’ suggestions for fall:
___
Ana Carlson @sillappeal
Followers: About 8,900
The Los Angeles-based 
owner of Sill Appeal, an on-
line store for plant décor, 
says houseplants brighten 
a home in the throes of 
winter darkness.
“Plants that bloom in the 
fall are always a good 
choice for shorter days,” 
Carlson says, mentioning 
holiday cacti and African 
violets as good choices.
“These old-fashioned 

‘Plant influencers’ offer decor tips for 
fall houseplants

plants are making a come-
back,” she said. “African 
violets are beautiful, and 
they can bloom year-round 
with proper light and care.”
Another popular fall plant, 
according to Carlson, is the 
variegated croton.
“The croton’s leaves are 
colorful, but they need a 
lot of light to keep their vi-
brant colors and not drop 
leaves,” she said. 
“Without special care and 
conditions, it can be hard 
to keep it healthy in most 
people’s homes.” One 
easygoing plant that’s be-
coming more popular in 
the U.S. is the ZZ Raven. Its 
new growth is green like 
the regular ZZ variety, also 
known as Zanzibar gem, 
but the raven turns black 
as it matures. “Black plants 
can be really cool for Hal-
loween,” Carlson said.
___
Eliza Blank @thesill
Followers: 564,000
People pay more atten-
tion to their homes as sum-
mer turns to fall, says Blank, 
owner of the New York 
City-based houseplant 
boutique The Sill.
“In preparation to hunker 
down for the winter ahead, 
people buy more house-
plants,” she said. “We see 
deeper color foliage and 
patterned foliage trending, 
along with the darker hues 
of planters.”
Her fall picks include: the 
philodendron, rubber trees 

and the visually interesting 
alocasia. 
___
Nick Pileggi @Phillyfoliage
Followers: 36,200
Variegated plant variet-
ies are both interesting to 
look at and wildly popular, 
says Pileggi, the curator at 
Urban Jungle, an eclectic 
houseplant shop in Phila-
delphia. The pink princess 
philodendron is probably 
the most coveted plant 
right now, he says. But 
the variegated monstera 
is close behind. One of 
these plants might cost up 
to $200. Growers haven’t 
yet cultivated them for the 
mass market. “If you say 
a plant is rare, people will 
pay anything for it,” Pileg-
gi says. The cissus discolor 
and a peperomia plant are 
among his fall picks.
___
Karin Scholte @bota-
niquegreen.home
Followers: Around 5,000
This year’s fall plant, Scholte 
says, is the ficus elastica.
“The variegated ones bring 
light and color in a darker 
period,” she says.
She also recommended 
plants from the codiaeum 
family: “Their colors are so 
bright and are the same as 
the leaves from the trees 
outside,” she said. “And 
they give me a warm feel-
ing like a blanket, espe-
cially when they’re bigger 
and hanging down from a 
shelf.”q
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By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Gov-
ernment meteorologists 
say this year’s hurricane 
season may be busier than 
initially expected now that 
summer’s weak El Nino has 
faded away. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Climate 
Prediction Center said 
Thursday the Atlantic sea-
son looks more active than 
normal as peak hurricane 
season begins. Forecast-
ers now expect 10 to 17 
named storms, with five to 

nine hurricanes and two to 
four major ones.
In May, they forecast a 
normal season, one or 
two fewer named storms 
and hurricanes. Forecaster 
Gerry Bell says the end of El 
Nino means more hospita-
ble hurricane conditions. El 
Nino is the periodic warm-
ing of parts of the Pacific 
that affects weather world-
wide and dampens storm 
activity. Hurricane season 
is June through November. 
So far, there have been 
two named storms, with 
one hurricane.q

By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — The utility 
company operating Fuku-
shima’s tsunami-devastat-
ed nuclear power plant 
said Friday it will run out 
of space to store massive 
amounts of contaminated 
water in three years, add-
ing pressure on the gov-
ernment and the public 
to reach a consensus on 
what to do with it.
Three reactors at the Fu-
kushima Dai-ichi plant suf-
fered meltdowns in a mas-
sive 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami that devastated 
northeastern Japan.
Radioactive water has 
leaked from the dam-
aged reactors and mixed 
with groundwater and 
rainwater at the plant. 
The water is treated but 

remains slightly radioac-
tive and is stored in large 
tanks.
The plant has accumu-
lated more than 1 million 
tons of water in nearly 
1,000 tanks. 
Its operator, Tokyo Electric 

Power Co., says it plans to 
build more tanks but can 
accommodate only up 
to 1.37 million tons, which 
it will reach in the summer 
of 2022.
What to do after that is a 
big question.q

By CALEB JONES 
HONOLULU (AP) — Scien-
tists have discovered that 
a growing pond of water 
inside a Hawaii crater is be-
ing heated by Kilauea vol-
cano.
The U.S. Geological Survey 
said Tuesday that tempera-
ture readings taken over 
the weekend show that a 
growing pool of water in 
Kilauea volcano’s Halem-
aumau crater, the former 
home of a popular lava 
lake, is about 158 degrees 
Fahrenheit (70 degrees 
Celsius).
For the first time in record-
ed history, the presence 
of water in the crater was 
confirmed last week. Since 
then, scientists have found 
two other small pools of 
water nearby.
The crater floor collapsed 
about 2,000 feet (610 me-
ters) and the lava lake dis-
appeared last summer as 
Kilauea stopped erupting 
for the first time in over 30 
years.
USGS geologist Matt Patrick 
told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday that it’s hard 
to determine how deep 
the magma chamber is 

beneath the bottom of the 
crater floor where the wa-
ter was found.
“I don’t think it’s possible to 
really determine too much 
about how deep the mag-
ma is below,” Patrick said. 
“There’s always a lot of gas 
coming through the sur-
face, also a lot of sulfur out-
put so that is kind of heat-
ing it and mixing in with the 
water.”
One of the first things re-
searchers hope to do is 
gather samples of the wa-
ter so they can determine 
its composition and possibly 
better understand what’s 
happening underground.
The bottom of the crater, 
which has long been the 
main conduit for Kilauea’s 
erupting lava, is now below 
the water table, officials 
said last week.
The area is inaccessible 
and dangerous because 
of pooling gases and oth-
er hazards, so researchers 
will likely use a helicopter 
to lower a bucket into the 
bottom of the crater to col-
lect water samples, Patrick 
said.
USGS geologist Janet Babb 
said observations made 

Scientists say water in Hawaii crater is 
heated by volcano

This Aug. 4, 2019 photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey 
shows pools of water at the bottom of Kilauea volcano’s summit 
crater.  

Associated Press

Tuesday show the water 
level continues to rise and 
the three ponds are start-
ing to merge into one. A 
small pond was first spot-
ted on July 25 and the wa-
ter has continued to rise 
since.
In certain circumstances, 
underground magma in-
teracting with groundwa-
ter can create explosive 
eruptions.
USGS researchers say an 
eruption is not imminent 
and the public alert level 
for the volcano has not 
changed.
Historically, Kilauea has 
gone through long periods 
of explosive phases that 
have lasted hundreds of 
years. The volcano then 
goes through phases of 
slower, so-called effusive 
eruptive periods. Kilauea 
has been in an effusive 
state for about 200 years.
Geologists also took video 
of steam rising from the 
pond.
USGS set up a webcam to 
monitor the water inside 
Halemaumau crater and 
will continue to make ob-
servations and watch for 
changes.q

Fukushima nuclear plant out 
of space for radioactive water

This Sept. 4, 2017, aerial file photo shows Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power plant reactors, bottom from right, Unit 1, Unit 2 
and Unit 3, in Okuma town, Fukushima prefecture, northeastern 
Japan. 

Associated Press

El Nino fades so 
forecasters expect 
busier hurricane season

This Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019 satellite photo made availalble by 
NOAA shows cloud patterns over the Western Hemisphere.  

Associated Press
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By LINCEE RAY 
Associated Press
“Love at First Like” (Atria 
Books), by Hannah Oren-
stein
Dating in the digital age 
can be tricky business, es-
pecially when you project 
an image on social media 
that is in no way a truthful 
depiction of your relation-
ship status. In “Love at First 
Like,” Eliza Roth acciden-
tally leads her Instagram 
followers to believe that 
she is engaged and quickly 
learns that maintaining a 
picture perfect life is ex-
tremely complicated.
Sophie and her sister Eliza 
co-own a jewelry shop in 

Brooklyn, New York. While 
Eliza pours all of her time 
into the artistic design of 
their pieces, Sophie man-
ages the marketing and so-
cial media side of the busi-
ness. After discovering her 
ex-boyfriend is newly en-
gaged, Eliza comforts her-
self by trying on one of the 
shop’s most extravagant 
rings on a very important 
finger. She snaps a photo, 
saves it to her Instagram 
account, and wallows the 
rest of the night in self-pity.
The next morning, Eliza is 
shocked to learn that the 
photo is posted to her In-
stagram feed. The feel-
ing of horror slowly morphs 

into intrigue. It seems that 
her 100,000 followers have 
grown by several thousand 
more overnight. Eliza makes 
the executive decision to 
continue the ruse, espe-
cially when the shop begins 
to welcome more patrons 
than ever before, thanks 
to the “engagement” post. 
Sales are through the roof. 
She couldn’t ask for better 
publicity. When the offers 
of wedding sponsorships 
and donated gifts start fill-
ing her inbox, Eliza can’t 
help but to fall completely 
into the charade. She even 
posts a wedding date. The 
only way to move forward 
is to find a future husband.

Blake seems like the ideal 
candidate. But there’s a 
problem: He has no idea 
Eliza is secretly pushing 
him toward a posh roof-
top wedding. What’s worse 
is that in the midst of the 
chaos, Eliza actually falls 
for someone she likes. Soon 
the lies begin to catch up 
with her and Eliza realizes 
that one post may cost her 
everything.
“Love at First Like” is fun ro-
mance with a digital twist. 
Hannah Orenstein proves 
that even though we 
present our lives through 
screens, it’s important to 
live life unfiltered in the real 
world.q

By HILLEL ITALIE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
author Angela Flournoy 
was asked to dress as her 
favorite literary character 
for a magazine shoot four 
years ago, she knew how 
to look the part: a wide and 
“severe hat,” a fur stole and 
the kind of stare that dares 
you to stare back.
For a day she could pre-
tend to be Sula Peace, 
from Nobel laureate Toni 
Morrison’s novel “Sula,” an 
ode to female friendship 
and how it can endure the 
most shameless betrayals.
“The thing that has always 
drawn me to Sula is that she 
is extremely complicated,” 
says Flournoy, whose novel 
“The Turner House” was a 
National Book Award final-
ist in 2015, “and the narra-
tive doesn’t make any ex-
cuses for her bad behavior, 
or ever make her less wor-
thy.” Toni Morrison died this 
week at age 88 and left 
behind countless writers for 
whom her characters were 
like close acquaintances 
and her stories like para-
bles to guide them through 
their own lives. Edwidge 
Danticat, the prize-winning 
Haitian-American author, 
called her “a literary moth-
er to generations of writers, 
especially black women 
writers like myself.” To ask a 
writer about reading Mor-
rison or how Morrison influ-
enced their work is, in part, 
to ask why they became 
writers at all.

Jamel Brinkley, a National 
Book Award finalist last fall 
for the story collection “A 
Lucky Man,” was a teen-
ager when he read “The 
Bluest Eye,” Morrison’s 1970 
novel about a black girl 
wishing for blue eyes.
“I remember feeling over-
whelmed by what the nov-
el had to say about rac-
ism, and about notions of 
beauty and ugliness,” he 
told The Associated Press in 
a recent email. “I felt like I 
was encountering some-
thing I hadn’t seen in writ-
ten work before, but at the 
same time so much of the 
book’s sound and charac-
ter felt familiar and affirma-
tive to me, from life. It felt 

like a book that demanded 
you rise to certain level and 
become its reader, and it 
took a while before I could 
become that person.”
Julia Alvarez, whose nov-
els include the best-selling 
“How the Garcia Girls Lost 
Their Accents,” praised 
Morrison for helping “many 
of us writers in the margins” 
find their way. George 
Saunders cited “Beloved,” 
her surreal, Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel about an 
escaped slave, for opening 
up his ideas of historical fic-
tion and helping to inspire 
the dreamlike novel “Lin-
coln in the Bardo,” winner 
of the Man Booker Prize. 
“There is something about 

the scale of her work that 
inspires other writers to think 
in a more expansive way,” 
he added, “she inspires with 
her incredible language 
and also the moral-ethical 
intensity of her work.”
The layers of rhythms and 
allusions in Morrison’s prose, 
from the Bible to black 
folklore, could make pick-
ing up a Morrison book 
the beginning of a lifelong 
education. Oprah Winfrey 
has told the story of com-
plaining to the author that 
her books were difficult to 
get through. Morrison’s re-
sponse: “That, my dear, 
is called reading.” Saeed 
Jones, a prize-winning poet 
whose memoir “How We 

Fight for Our Lives” comes 
out this fall, remembered 
repeated efforts to read 
“The Bluest Eye” and the 
Morrison novel “Tar Baby.” 
In 10th grade, he managed 
to finish “Sula,” a book he 
had to discover on his own 
because his school didn’t 
assign any black writers.
“I’d never seen a black 
woman like her in a literary 
novel,” he told the AP, re-
ferring to the title charac-
ter. “She was sexy, troubled 
and troubling. I hung on her 
every move. I’ve read the 
novel perhaps eight times 
now and its influence in my 
work is clear. I love charac-
ters who trouble the water 
even at risk of drowning in 
the process. “
Morrison’s books so moved 
some readers they became 
determined to meet her. 
When poet Nikki Giovanni 
finished “The Bluest Eye,” 
more than 40 years ago, 
she was living on Manhat-
tan’s Upper West Side. She 
immediately headed to 
the midtown offices of Ran-
dom House, where Mor-
rison was an editor, and 
told the receptionist she 
wanted to see her. Morri-
son came downstairs, went 
out with her for coffee and 
remained her friend for the 
rest of their lives. As a writer, 
she calls Morrison a “light,” 
one who inspired her peers 
to tell their stories and not 
worry what others said. As 
a person, she calls her a 
“bench,” a source of rest 
and support. q

Toni Morrison was a ‘literary mother’ to countless writers

Visitors view a portrait of Nobel laureate Toni Morrison, painted by the artist Robert McCurdy, 
Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2019, at the National Portrait Gallery in Washington.

Associated Press

Digital dating proves complicated in ‘Love at First Like’

This photo provided by Atria 
Books shows the book cover of 
“Love at First Like” by Hannah 
Orenstein from Atria Books.

Associated Press



forces when their husbands 
are sent to jail, becoming 
mob bosses themselves to 
ensure their economic sur-
vival.
But once the plot is set in 
motion, things begin to go 
haywire. Despite compel-
ling work from the leads 
and excellent supporting 
work from character actors 
like Margo Martindale and 
Bill Camp, it all starts to feel 
choppy and forced and 
then just tonally off — way 
off. Curious music choices 
merely add to the chaotic 
feel. By the end, you’re 
just remarking to yourself, 
“Come on, now. Really?!”
The title is a double enten-
dre, referring to women’s 

traditional place, of course, 
but also to Hell’s Kitchen, 
the Manhattan neighbor-
hood which now has up-
scale high-rises filled with 
Wall Street bankers, but 
in the late ‘70s was home 
to poor or working-class 
families and Irish American 
gangs like the one por-
trayed here.
We begin with the botched 
holdup of a liquor store, 
which results in the three 
husbands getting sent to 
prison, leaving their loyal 
wives in the lurch.
“We’ll take care of you,” 
the gang’s leader promises 
the wives, but it becomes 
clear he won’t, and the 
women need to do some-

thing to make ends meet.
It’s Kathy (McCarthy) who 
becomes the de facto 
leader of their unlikely 
transformation. The most 
nuanced character of the 
bunch, Kathy is married to 
an ineffectual but decent 
man (an excellent Brian 
D’Arcy James) and at least 
has some love in her mar-
riage.
The same cannot be said of 
Ruby (Haddish), who came 
to the neighborhood from 
Harlem, and is married to a 
nasty jerk with a downright 
racist mother (the reliable 
Martindale, doing what 
she can with a thin part). 
Then there’s Claire (Moss), 
the most downtrodden of 
the bunch, a victim of serial 
abuse from her pathetic 
excuse of a husband.
Somehow, immediately 
after their hubbies leave 
town, these women man-
age to convince the neigh-
borhood’s shopowners with 
astonishing ease to switch 
allegiance and pay them 
protection money. Natural-
ly this doesn’t go over well 
with the men.
So far so good. And then 
things start getting crazy — 
crazy violent. These hereto-
fore meek women start to 
warm to the idea — fast — 
that being violent is a cru-
cial element of their new 
job descriptions.q
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By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press
Marc Cohn and Blind Boys 
of Alabama, “Work to Do” 
(BMG)
Marc Cohn and the Blind 
Boys of Alabama’s new 
album began as an EP of 
studio recordings before 
being wisely extended 
with their performance for 
the PBS concert series “The 
Kate.”
The album kicks off with 
the gospel standard “Walk 
in Jerusalem” and its en-
thusiasm and joyous beat, 
to paraphrase a line from 
Cohn’s biggest hit, may 
make you a Christian, at 
least while you listen. The 
other songs meant for the 
EP, the Cohn-penned title 
track and “Talk Back Mic,” 

co-written with producer 
John Leventhal, are also 
excellent and make one 
yearn for a full studio effort.
Still, the live renditions have 
their own charms and 
Cohn, who is a fan of “Loves 
Me Like A Rock” and other 

Paul Simon-Dixie Humming-
birds collaborations, blends 
in similarly well with the Blind 
Boys’ seasoned ensemble 
led by Jimmy Carter along 
with Eric “Ricky” McKinnie, 
Joey Williams, Ben Moore 
and Paul Beasley.q

By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press
It happens in even the 
best kitchens: You bring 
together top-quality in-
gredients and a promising 
recipe, but somehow the 
end result comes out tast-
ing wrong, just wrong.
And that’s what’s hap-
pened, alas, with “The 
Kitchen,” a New York mob 
story starring, for a change, 
women — the estimable 
trio of Melissa McCarthy, 

Elisabeth Moss and Tiffany 
Haddish, along with an in-
triguing supporting cast in-
cluding Annabella Sciorra 
in a key cameo.
The film is the debut di-
recting effort of Andrea 
Berloff, who also penned 
the screenplay (and was 
nominated for an Oscar for 
co-writing “Straight Outta 
Compton”). And the script, 
adapted from a graphic 
novel, features an enticing 
story: three mob wives join 

Marc Cohn, Blind Boys of Alabama 
blend pop, gospel

This photo provided by BMG shows Marc Cohn and Blind Boys of 
Alabama, “Work To Do” (BMG).

Associated Press

High-octane cast can’t save this messy ‘Kitchen’

This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows, from left, 
Elisabeth Moss, Tiffany Haddish and Melissa McCarthy in a 
scene from “The Kitchen.” 

Associated Press
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By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Grammy-winning folk 
singer and musician Rhian-
non Giddens and the late 
Frank Johnson, the leader 
of a 19th century black 
brass band, will be the first 
recipients of the inaugu-
ral Legacy of Americana 
Award.
The Americana Music As-
sociation announced the 
new award on Wednes-
day in partnership with the 
National Museum of Afri-
can American Music. The 
award will be presented 
during the Americana 

Honors & Awards show in 
Nashville, Tennessee, on 
September 11.
Giddens, from North Car-
olina, won a Grammy 
Award in 2011 for best tra-
ditional folk album with the 
string band the Carolina 
Chocolate Drops. She has 
spent her career exploring 
the history of African roots 
music.
She was named a fellow 
in 2017 by the Chicago-
based MacArthur Founda-
tion and received one of 
its “genius” grants to pur-
sue her creative work. Gid-
dens is also a nominee at 
the Americana Awards for 

artist of the year and duo/
group of the year for her 
band Our Native Daugh-
ters.
Johnson’s band was 
popular during the 1800s 
in North Carolina, but his 
contributions have largely 
been forgotten.
The Americana Music As-
sociation said in a state-
ment that the new award 
has been created to honor 
those individuals who have 
“either made a lasting im-
pression through music or 
inspired art to recognize 
the legacy of Americana 
music traditions.”
H. Beecher Hicks III, CEO 

and president of the Na-
tional Museum of African 
American Music, which is 
set to open in Nashville in 
2020, said they hope “to 
shine a light on forgotten 
artists like Frank Johnson, 

whose stories may have 
been lost to history, and on 
innovators like Rhiannon 
Giddens, who is pushing 
Americana and American 
music forward by explor-
ing the past.”q

By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press
As Jerry Garcia jammed 
and Janis Joplin wailed, 
Mark Goff captured im-
ages at Woodstock that no 
one ever saw.
The 22-year-old photogra-
pher for an underground 
paper took hundreds of 
pictures of the performers 
and the crowd that week-
end. Some were published, 
and the negatives from that 
weekend were filed away 
at his Milwaukee home 
and barely mentioned as 
Goff raised two daughters, 
changed careers and, last 
November, died of cancer.
Dozens of Goff’s Wood-
stock shots are being dis-
played 50 years later thanks 
to efforts by artist Nick Cle-
mente, who wants to shine 
a light on the little-known 
photographer. For the 
daughters, the photos are 
a window into what their 
father saw during that cha-
otic summer weekend in 
1969. “Seeing these photos 
is a really interesting way 
to see who he was outside 
of being our father,” said 
34-year-old Alli Goff. “Be-
cause that’s the only way 
we really know him.”
Mark Goff was in a group 
of credentialed photogra-
phers for the festival that in-
cluded the biggest names 
in rock photography and 
a high school newspaper 
journalist. The long-haired 
Navy veteran shot for the 

Milwaukee underground 
newspaper Kaleidoscope. 
Over the weekend of Aug. 
15-18, he trained his lens 
on Arlo Guthrie, the Band 
and Richie Havens. And he 
sloshed around the muddy 
farm land to photograph 
the beatific, scruffy crowd.
It was part of his work doc-
umenting the counter-cul-
tural movement, heavy on 
rockers like Lou Reed and 
Bruce Springsteen, mostly 
in his hometown of Milwau-
kee. One famous photo, still 
all over the internet, shows 
comedian George Carlin 
being escorted by police 

during his 1972 arrest over 
offensive language.
“My whole life was associ-
ated with my dad carry-
ing a camera,” said Leah 
DeMarco, 47. She remem-
bers her father working as 
a freelance photographer 
for local newspapers and 
monitoring police frequen-
cies in his car. If he heard a 
call, he’d hide her under a 
blanket to get through the 
police line.
Goff stored 225 Woodstock 
images in a cabinet, along 
with more from Milwaukee 
and his stint in the Navy. 
His ex-wife Barbara Rem-

inga said maybe 60 were 
printed at the time, includ-
ing a Janis Joplin picture 
displayed in their foyer. A 
smaller number were pub-
lished. Most of the film re-
mained in the cabinet as 
he moved on to other jobs 
that included being an 
aide to a liberal congress-
man, an activist and a po-
litical consultant.
It seems like his memories 
of Woodstock were most-
ly packed away too. He 
would tell his daughters sto-
ries about, say, the George 
Carlin photo. But he spoke 
little of Woodstock.

“He was like, ‘Yeah, it 
kind of became this phe-
nomenon later. But at the 
time, it was kind of like one 
more thing. Everything was 
groundbreaking,’” Alli Goff 
recalled. “And he would 
kind of complain, ‘It was 
raining a lot.’”
Still, some of his Woodstock 
images are in circulation. 
He posted 20 of his festi-
val shots on Facebook as 
Woodstock’s 40th anniver-
sary loomed in 2009. And 
he contributed his press 
pass and a handful of pic-
tures to the Newseum in 
Washington, D.C. for an ex-
hibit that year. At the time, 
he told a local news outlet 
that he previously had “not 
thought about Woodstock 
for more than five minutes” 
in decades.
Mark Goff continued to 
work and ride his beloved 
Harley motorcycle as he 
battled pancreatic can-
cer, dying Nov. 30 at age 
71. He died weeks after 
Clemente began search-
ing for him.
Clemente is a graphic de-
signer and wanted to use 
an unattributed image of 
Swami Satchidananda 
on the Woodstock stage 
for a poster. It took some 
sleuthing to find it was shot 
by Goff. By the time Cle-
mente was finally able to 
search the photographer’s 
name online, he turned 
up the recently published 
obituary.q

Woodstock photos are displayed for 1st time, 50 years later

This August, 1969 photo shows Richie Havens as he performs during Woodstock in Bethel, N.Y. 
Associated Press

Rhiannon Giddens, Frank Johnson to 
get Americana award

In this Tuesday, July 3, 2018, file photo, Rhiannon Giddens 
performs during rehearsal for the Boston Pops Fireworks 
Spectacular in Boston. 
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